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Sermons for the Month of April 
DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


THE PETITIONS IN THE LITANY OF THE 
SACRED HEART 


XVIII. Heart or Jesus, PATIENT AND ABOUNDING IN MERrcy. 


On the day after St. John the Baptist had baptized our Lord, 
Jesus was still in the neighborhood of the Jordan, and St. John, 
seeing Him, pointed Him out to two of his disciples, saying: “Be- 
hold the Lamb of God” (John i, 36). Whatever these words may 
convey to us, it is quite plain that they contain a reference to our 
Lord’s patience and gentleness. A lamb is a weak, gentle creature, 
incapable of offering any resistance, and when Jesus is called “The 
Lamb of God,” it means that in His gentleness and patience He 
was offered as a sacrifice to God. What made Him submit to being 
sacrificed? Nothing but His mercy and love, which led Him to 
sympathize with us, poor sinful men. The Church lays stress upon 
this fact, for the words of St. John the Baptist are used whenever 
Holy Communion is administered, and special reference is made 
to our Lord’s sacrifice in the sentence following them: “Behold 
the Lamb of God, behold Him who taketh away the sins of the 
world.” In very truth Jesus is both an example of patience and a 
sacrifice offered out of pity for sinners. We may therefore ad- 
dress His Sacred Heart as patient and abounding in mercy, and 
beg It to have mercy upon us. 

The petition brings before us two qualities of the Sacred Heart. 
We see our Lord as an infant, lying in the manger, on what was 
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probably a rough hard bed. On the eighth day He submitted to 
the rite of Circumcision, and for the first time shed His Blood. 
Instead of annihilating His enemies, He permitted His holy foster 
father and His Mother to carry Him to Egypt, and after their re- 
turn He grew up in the quiet home at Nazareth, helping His Mother 
in her work in the house, and St. Joseph in his carpentry. The 
planks might be heavy, or the wood hard, but however laborious 
their toil, no curses, no impatient words were ever heard in that 
dwelling. Jesus was never irritable, though every tree trunk that 
He cut must have reminded Him of the stem of the Cross, upon 
which it was His Will to die. But we must not linger over this 
picture, that reveals the quiet greatness of His most patient Heart 
during many years of labor. 

Our Lord’s public life began when He reached the age of thirty, 
and again the patience of His Sacred Heart was displayed in 
many different ways. St. Cyprian, one of the Fathers of the 
Church, writes as follows about the patience of Christ. “Our Lord 
allowed Himself to be baptized by His servant, and although 
He was to give us pardon for our sins, He did not think it beneath 
His dignity to wash in the bath of regeneration. He who feeds 
others abundantly, fasted for forty days; He hungered and longed 
for food, in order to satisfy with the bread of heaven all those 
who hunger after God’s Word and Grace” (de util. pat. c. 6). 

How patient our Lord was in all His public life, when He went 
about the country teaching and healing the sick! The prophet 
Isaias, or rather God speaking by the mouth of the prophet, said 
of Him: “Behold my servant whom I have chosen... . I will 
put my spirit upon Him, and He shall show judgment to the Gen- 
tiles. He shall not contend nor cry out, neither shall any man hear 
His voice in the streets. The bruised reed He shall not break, and 
smoking flax He shall not extinguish, till He send forth judgment 
unto victory. And in His Name the Gentiles shall hope” (Matt. 
xii, 18-21, cf. Is. xlii, 1-4). The last words clearly indicate the 
patience and mercy with which Jesus treated sinners. He did 
not hesitate to associate with publicans and sinners; He conde- 
scended even to accept their invitations, so that the Pharisees asked 
His disciples: “Why doth your Master eat with publicans and sin- 
ners?” (Matt. ix, 11). When He was passing with His disciples 
through Samaria, and the inhabitants of some town refused to 
receive Him, James and John said: “Lord, wilt Thou that we com- 
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mand fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” But 
He rebuked them, saying: “You know not of what spirit you are” 
(Luke ix, 54, 55). The spirit of the Sacred Heart is one of pa- 
tience, gentleness and merciful compassion. Jesus was patient with 
His disciples, and even washed their feet at the last supper (John 
xili, 4-15). ‘He was able even to the end to endure Judas with 
long-suffering patience, to eat with His enemy, to know that he was 
in the house and yet not publicly to unmask him; He did not re- 
ject the traitor’s kiss” (Cypriani lib. de utilit. pat. c. 6). It is im- 
possible to describe the patience displayed by our Lord during His 
Passion. As the prophet Isaias had foretold, He was “led as a 
sheep to the slaughter,” and was “dumb as a lamb before his 
shearer,” and did “not open His mouth” (Is liii, 7). 

O let us Christians follow our Divine Redeemer on His way of 
suffering, and contemplate His patience. Think how He was 
seized, bound, condemned, spat upon, scourged, ridiculed, and in 
mockery crowned with thorns! Follow His blood-stained foot- 
steps on the road to Calvary! See how the innocent Lamb of 
God was fastened to the Cross, and how, after hanging there three 
hours, He died, still mocked and despised. Could any patience be 
greater than His? Could He have done more to show us the pa- 
tience and heroism of His most Sacred Heart? 

If we seek for His motive in bearing all so patiently, we shall 
find that it was primarily to prove His obedience to His heavenly 
Father, but also to show His mercy and love for the poor, the 
sick, and, above all, the sinful. These were His reasons for travel- 
ling up and down the country, for working from morning till night, 
and for praying in the quiet hours of darkness; He desired to 
obtain grace from His heavenly Father for all poor sinners. Think 
of Him sitting by Jacob’s well, exhausted by the journey. It was 
the hour of the noontide heat, but, instead of resting, He profited 
by His disciples’ absence to save a soul. “Give me to drink,” He 
said to the Samaritan woman, but He thirsted not so much for 
the water of the well as for the salvation of her soul. He longed 
to give the sinner “living water,” after drinking of which she 
would never thirst again, as it would become in her “a fountain, 
springing up into life everlasting” (John iv, 7-14). He went on 
to reveal to her the state of her soul and all her sins, thus bringing 
her to contrition and to faith in Him, and through her He con- 
verted all the inhabitants of the town. 
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It was not only on this occasion that our Lord revealed the merci- 
ful, patient love of His Sacred Heart. He was always the same, 
and He even put into words His love of sinners in the story, no 
less touching than true, of the Good Shepherd, who left ninety- 
nine sheep in the desert, and went after the one that was lost, until 
he found it. And when he had found it, he laid it upon his shoul- 
ders, rejoicing and coming home he called together his friends 
and neighbors, saying to them: “Rejoice with me, because I have 
found my sheep that was lost” (Luke xv, 4-6). He is indeed the 
Good Shepherd, who laid down His life for his sheep (John x, 15). 
Even when hanging in agony upon the Cross, He looked mercifully 
at a poor sinner, and said to him: “This day thou shalt be with Me 
in Paradise” (Luke xxiii, 43). 

We have seen that Jesus during His life on earth was always 
patient, and that His Sacred Heart was ever full of mercy towards 
sinners. He has not withdrawn His Hand from us now that His 
dwelling is in heaven. Concealed in the Blessed Sacrament of the 
altar, He still awaits sinners, ready to pour out upon them His 
graces if they are contrite. His Sacred Heart is there, a throne 
of mercy for all men. Provided you have faith, the spire of every 
Catholic church shows you where you may find our Lord, where 
you may meditate quietly before the altar, away from the bustle 
of life, the noise and rush of traffic and the pressure of business. 
Why do you not come to Him? Does it seem to you a difficult 
matter to examine your conscience, to be sorry for your sins and 
to confess them to a priest? Think of the mercy and love of the 
Sacred Heart! Think how Jesus welcomed sinners and said to 
them: “Be of good heart, thy sins are forgiven thee” (Matt. ix, 
2). The priest, who as our Lord’s representative will hear your 
Confession, is bound to proclaim to you His love; he will help you, 
so that you may not forget anything, but may find peace of soul. 
If you are ashamed of your transgressions, he will sympathize and 
grieve with you; he will show you how to amend your life, and 
how to gain strength to persevere in doing right. 

If you fancy your conversion impossible; if you have acquired 
bad habits and think that the bonds of passion are too strong ever 
to be broken, pray to the patient and heroic Heart of Jesus for 
strength. Make a firm resolution and say with the Psalmist: “Now 
have I begun; this is the change of the right hand of the Most 
High” (Ps. Ixxvi, 11). It was owing to a change, a turning of 
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God’s hand, that He allowed you to know the Sacred Heart, so 
full of patience and mercy. If you fear to suffer loss or to incur 
ridicule, in consequence of altering your way of life and of avoid- 
ing bad company or occasions of sin, remember that our Saviour 
had far more to endure. “Think of our Lord,” says St. Basil, 
“think of Him who was rich and for our sakes became poor” (2 
Cor. viii, 9). If people call you a fool and a simpleton, think of 
the abuse which the Jews hurled at Him, the true Wisdom. They 
said: “Thou art a Samaritan and hast a devil” (John viii, 48). If 
you lose your temper when people find fault with you, you only 
prove that their accusations are true, for what can be more foolish 
than to give way to anger? If, however, you remain calm, you 
put those who blaspheme you to shame, and by your deeds prove 
your good sense” (S. Basilit hom. 10 n. 4 adv. iratos). 

What have you to fear if you resist attempts to lead you astray, 
if you stand firm against bad examples, angry words and, above 
all, the promptings of your own sensual nature? However much 
such a struggle may cost you, the time and circumstances in which 
we live are not those which St. Paul had in view, when he wrote: 
“You have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin” (Hebr. 
xii, 4). Of course it is possible for some great revolution to occur, 
for evil to triumph and civilization to decay, so that a struggle 
against sin might really involve bodily suffering; but, even in that 
case, I should have to say with St. Basil: “If you are beaten, your 
Master, too, was scourged. If you are spat upon, so was our Lord. 
If men tear your clothing, they robbed our Lord of His garments, 
and divided them amongst themselves. You have not yet been 
sentenced to death; you have not been crucified. Much is still 
wanting to your having indeed followed in His path” (S. Basil. 
hom. 10 n. 4 adv. iratos). 

Never lose patience, no matter what God may require of you, 
nor however hard the warfare against sin may be. None of us can 
obtain the victor’s reward, unless he has completely overcome the 
enemy, whether the foe threatens from without, or has established 
himself in our own hearts, whether the evil takes the form of a 
tempter, or is a wicked, dangerous habit or inclination of our own. 
Until you have gained the victory, pray for perseverance in the 
fight, and have recourse continually to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
patient and abounding in mercy. Amen. 








MATERIAL FOR SERMONS TO CHILDREN 


A YEAR’S COURSE ON THE COMMANDMENT OF THE 
LOVE OF GOD* 


VI 


THE SECOND COMMANDMENT 


“Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain, for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltless that taketh His Name in vain.”—Exod. xx, 7. 

I. What this Commandment orders. 

1. God’s Name is holy. 

(a) A good name.—Every one has a name, and we speak of 
names as beautiful, good, evil, famous, respected, honored and 
celebrated. What do you understand by each of these words? 
Mention some people with famous names. (Refer to people in 
whose honor statues have been erected, and after whom streets and 
places have been named.) 

The higher the position of any one, the greater is his name (The 
name of the President, King, Pope). The more he accomplishes, 
the more celebrated is his name. (Washington, Lincoln, Our Lady, 
St. Paul, St. Peter.) The richer and more influential a man is, the 
more is his name respected. 

(b) God’s Name must be highest of all, because He is infinitely 
above all rulers and princes, who are as nothing in His sight. God’s 
Name must be the holiest of names, because He has accomplished 
the greatest work. He created the whole world and put you, a 
handful of dust, in it. He made the sun, which is greater than a 
million worlds such as ours. He made all the stars, of which our sun 
is just one of a vast and innumerable number. Everything belongs 
to Him and is His property. How great must be the Majesty of 
God, and how glorious His Name! Such thoughts make us under- 
stand what Moses felt, when, after the Israelites had been deliv- 
ered from the Red Sea, he exclaimed: “Who is like to Thee among 
the strong, O Lord? Who is like to Thee, glorious in holiness, ter- 
rible and praiseworthy, doing wonders?” (Exod. xv. 11). God’s 
Name is not just an ordinary word spelt with three letters, it ex- 





* Each issue will, like the present, bring an instalment calculated to furnish 
matter for the sermons at the Children’s Mass on the Sundays of the month. 
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presses to us the majesty of the infinite, almighty and everlasting 
God. For us there is nothing greater, higher or more solemn than 
this holy Name, to which all reverence is due. When we hear the 
Name of God, we ought to think of the greatness of our Creator, 
and of His majesty, goodness, love, power and sanctity. The name 
of God includes for us the Person of the Most High, for the Name 
and Person belong together. This is why the Name of God is the 
most sacred word that we can think or utter: “Holy and reverend 
is His Name” (Ps. cxxxvii, 2. Luke I, 49). 

2. Let us consider how good men have honored this Name.— 
When AxpraHam had conquered Lot’s enemies, he did not claim 
the booty or the glory for himself, but gave thanks to God, and 
Melchisedech exclaimed: “Blessed be the most high God, by whose 
protection the enemies are in thy hands” (Gen. xiv, 20). 

When Jog was overwhelmed with sorrow and misery, he knelt 
down and prayed, saying: “Blessed be the Name of the Lord” 
(Job 1, 21). , 

In many of the psalms, the great King, Davin, extols the Name 
of the Lord. “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and let all that is within 
me bless His holy Name” (Ps. cii, 1). “Shout with joy to God, 
all the earth; sing ye a psalm to His Name, give glory to His praise” 
(Ps. lxv, 1). “All the nations Thou hast made shall come and adore 
before Thee, O Lord; and they shall glorify Thy Name” (Ps. 
Ixxxv, 9). | 

The elder Topias sang aloud in honor of God, and exhorted his 
son to “Bless God at all times” (Tob. iv, 20). 

The young men in the fiery furnace lifted up their voices in praise 
of God, and extolled His holy Name. It was with a song of re- 
joicing that the Angels made known to the shepherds of Bethlehem 
the birth of the divine Child, and in heaven they never cease glori- 
fying God, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts” 
(3a. i, 3). 

God’s glory ought to come before everything else with us; that 
is why our Saviour taught us to say: “Hallowed be thy Name,” 
at the beginning of the “Our Father.” 

Now tell me, which of you will resolve to follow King David’s 
example, when he said: “I will bless the Lord at all times, His 
praise shall be always in my mouth”? (Ps. xxxiii, 2). Let us make 
a good beginning by saying at once: “Glory be to the Father, and 
to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.” 
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3. God’s name is given to us that we may call upon Him.—You 
have a name that people may call you by it. If you were quite 
alone, you would not need a name. 

In the same way God gave Himself a name, that we might be 
able to call and pray to Him. God’s Name was given us as our 
help, and so the Psalmist says: “Our help is in the Name of the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth” (Ps. cxxiii, 8) ; and in another 
place we read: “Help us, O Lord, for Thy Name’s sake.” 

Through this Name we receive all that is necessary for our sal- 
vation, as our Saviour told us, when He said: “If you ask the 
Father anything in my name, He will give it you” (John xvi, 23). 
The name of the Lord is our help in every trial, and God says: 
“Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me” (Ps. xlix, 15). We ought to put all our trust in 
Him: “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we will call 
upon the name of the Lord our God” (Ps. xix, 8). This is what 
David did when fighting against Goliath. He advanced to meet the 
giant, saying: “Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, 
and with a shield, but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of 
hosts. . . . This day and the Lord will deliver thee into my hand, 

... that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel; 
and all this assembly shall know that the Lord saveth not with 
sword and spear” (I Kings xvii, 45-47). 

Just as God helped David then in that unequal conflict, so does 
He still help all who rely upon His name. He wishes us to expect 
help from Him; and is pleased when we have recourse to Him; 
if only we place all our trust in Him, He will delight in giving us 
His aid. The Name of God should be the source of all our hope, 
for He says: “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver 
thee” (Ps. xlix, 15). 

As a rule any one mentioning the name of God, with no intention 
of honoring Him or asking His help, is taking His Name in vain. 

II. How God’s Name is taken tn vain, and how we ought to 
reverence it. 

We have just been considering God’s greatness. We are going 
to see now how men dishonor the name of God. 

1. CARELESS AND IRREVERENT USE OF THE NAME OF GOD, AND 
CURSING AND SWEARING. 

(a) Careless and irreverent use of the Name of God.—The word 
Gop. When Moses approached the burning bush in which the Lord 
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appeared to him, he heard a voice saying: “Put off the shoes from 
thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.” He 
therefore covered his face and took off his shoes out of reverence 
for the Lord. Just as the burning bush was a symbol of God’s 
majesty, so does the name of God stand for His infinite glory. 
Moses testified his deep reverence by covering his face and taking 
off his shoes, and we, too, ought to show the greatest respect for 
God’s most holy Name. 


The Jews were forbidden to touch the Ark of the Covenant con- 
taining the tables of the law. Now the word God implies some- 
thing far more sacred than slabs of stone. How can we dare to 
utter the holy Name carelessly in our conversation? For fear of 
treating this Name lightly, the Israelites never pronounced it, and 
to this day they do not venture to write it in full. 


We read of Sir Isaac Newton, a very great scholar, that he in- 
variably took off his hat on hearing the name of God. Are people, 
in general, careful how they utter this holy Name? Many use it 
without thinking at all what they are saying, and yet the command- 
ment forbids us to take the name of God in vain, and we often say 
the “Our Father’ which contains the words: “Hallowed be Thy 
name.” 


The holy Name of Jesus.—St. Paul, in writing to the Philippians, 
says: “In the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those that 
are in heaven, on earth and under the earth” (Phil. ii, 7). That 
is to say: the blessed in heaven, mankind on earth, and even the 
spirits in hell must honor this most holy Name. It was in this 
Name that the apostles wrought miracles, healed the lame and 
drove out devils, and it is in this Name alone that we can find 
salvation, for, as St. Peter said (Acts iv, 12): “There is no other 
name under heaven given unto men, whereby we must be saved.” 
In it is all our strength, “for without me,” said our Lord, “you 
can do nothing.” This most holy Name should never be pro- 
nounced without the deepest reverence and awe, and never under 
any circumstance be spoken lightly. Many people fancy that it 
cannot matter how a mere word is uttered, and so they dishonor 
this most glorious Name, instead of treating it with due respect. 
Is this not a sin? Of course it is, and it is forbidden by the 
second Commandment, which says: “Thou shalt not take the name 
of God in vain, and the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
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His name in vain.” It is a sin even to utter the name of God 
lightly and irreverently, for it was given us that we might honor it. 


(b) Swearing.—Often we hear men using bad language. If a 
cart is too heavily laden, the driver swears at his horse, or if a 
workman breaks a tool, he swears. What good can it possibly do 
to swear? The holy Name of God is uttered in anger, and all that 
is most sacred is dragged through the mire. We know that all 
creation, including the Angels in heaven, should treat the holy Name 
with profound reverence, and yet men abuse it freely when they are 
angry. They scarcely think there is any sin in so doing, in fact 
they rather pride themselves on their foul words. Think what all 
this means. God’s holy Name is dishonored whenever it is spoken 
unnecessarily in a careless manner, and still more when an angry 
man swears in his fury. He is irreverent and robs God of the 
honor to which He is entitled. 

Let us henceforth keep careful watch over our tongues, and if 
we have hitherto been in the habit of sinning by uttering God’s 
Name irreverently, let us make reparation by saying frequently 
every day: “Praise be Jesus Christ,” “My God and my All,” or 
“My God, may all be to Thy glory.” 


(c) Cursing.—It is common enough for a workman to curse his 
work, or a farm-laborer his cattle, but in doing so they dishonor 
the most sacred names and things, and wish evil to themselves or 
others, invoking God to comply with their desires. 


The malice of this sin—This sin is strictly forbidden; we ought 
to pay the greatest honor to God’s majesty, and a curse is an 
insult to Him. We ought to reverence the name of God, as Newton 
did, and a curse shows contempt of it; we ought to keep God’s name 
holy, and a curse desecrates it, as a church is desecrated when it 
is used as a barn or stable. 

A man who curses another insults our All-Merciful God, by 
suggesting to this good and loving Father the fulfilment of a 
wicked desire, making God, so to say, a partner in his guilt. What 
child would dare to ask his father to help him in injuring his little 
brothers and sisters? Would he not deserve to be punished? Yet 
by uttering curses men often invite God to hurt His creatures and 
His own children. We make a wrong use of our tongues if we 
employ them in cursing; they are intended to make known God’s 
glory, to praise Him and to extol His wonderful works, but a man, 
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who curses another, dishonors God, and uses the language of devils. 
(See what St. James says on this subject, Chap. iii, 9, 10.) 

A curse is a sin against charity towards our neighbor, whom 
we ought to bless, and not curse. St. Peter says: “Render not evil 
for evil, nor railing for railing, but contrariwise blessing; for unto 
this are you called, that you may inherit a blessing” (I Peter iii, 9). 
St. Paul, too, writes: “Bless, and curse not” (Rom. xii, 13). If 
ever you are injured or wronged by anyone, think how David 
neither cursed nor avenged himself when Simei mocked him in his 
flight; think how our divine Saviour did not curse, when He was 
cursed; how He endured, and did not threaten, and how even from 
the Cross He blessed His murderers. If He blessed His enemies 
at the hour of His death, how can you curse a friend, comrade or 
neighbor for a mere trifle? Whoever curses another, commits a 
grievous sin against charity, if he really means what he says. 

The consequences of this sin—To the second Commandment are 
added the words: “The Lord will not hold him guiltless, that taketh 
His name in vain.” 

God threatens, therefore, to punish those who dishonor His 
Name; no definite threat is made, but punishment will inevitably 
follow. ‘“God’s mills grind slowly, but they grind exceedingly 
small.” 

No one who curses his neighbor will himself be blessed. A 
farmer who curses his cattle ought not to complain or be surprised 
if they fall sick and die; for this is nothing but the fulfilment of 
his curses. A laborer who curses the seed that he sows, only gets 
what he asks, when his crops fail. God is giving him what he 
wanted, as the Psalmist says: “He loved cursing, and it shall come 
unto him; and he would not have blessing, and it shall be far from 
him” (Ps. cviii, 18). We bring down upon ourselves much sick- 
ness and suffering by our curses and imprecations, for God hears 
what we say, and to one who curses another, it will “be unto him 
like a garment which covereth him and like a girdle with which he 
is girded continually” (ibid. v, 19). Our divine Judge, who calls us 
to account for every idle word, will certainly not allow any one to go 
unpunished, who has cursed his neighbor. Alas for him, if on 
the last great day, he hears the sentence: “Depart from me, you 
cursed, into everlasting fire, which was prepared for the devil and 
his angels” (Matt. xxv, 41). 
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Sayings worth remembering: 

Your tongue was given you not for cursing, but for blessing 
(St. John Chrysostom). 

He who blesses his enemy, blesses himself; and he who curses 
his adversary, directs all his curses against himself. 

Curses are the devil’s language, and unfit for God’s children. 

(a) It would be very wrong of us ever again to utter the name 
of God in a curse; let us make this resolution: “I will extol Thee, 
O God my King, and I will bless Thy Name for ever, yea for 
ever and ever” (Ps. cxliv, 1). 

(b) If ever a careless or irreverent word escapes us unawares, 
let us make haste to do penance by saying either an Our Father, 
or “Praised be Jesus Christ.” 

(c) When you hear anyone using bad language, say in your 
heart: “My God, all for Thy glory,” or “Hallowed by Thy Name,” 
or “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts,” or “Blessed be Jesus 
in the most holy Sacrament.” 























SHORT SERMONS FOR LOW MASS 
EASTER SUNDAY 


EASTER, A SEASON OF REJOICING 


Throughout the world, wherever the light of our holy faith 
shines, is heard to-day the joyful cry of the Catholic Church: 
“Alleluia, Christ is risen!’ Why, we may be asked, are all men 
thus called to share in the joy of our Lord’s resurrection? It is 
because He accomplished this work for all mankind as well as 
for Himself. Just as it was for us that He assumed human nature 
and suffered on the Cross, so was it for us that He rose again 
from the dead. He rose in order to fill our hearts with joy and 
consolation, and therefore we may regard Easter as a most joyful 
festival. 

1. That we may fully realize the gladness of Easter, let us 
once more survey the days that have just passed. Everything 
in their course suggested our Lord’s suffering and death; the 
lamentations, the black vestments worn by the priests, the bare 
altars, the silence of the bells, all recalled to us more vividly than 
ever the Apostle’s words: “Christ became obedient unto death, 
even to the death of the cross.” Silently, in sorrow and mourning, 
we accompanied our Lord in thought from the Mount of Olives 
to Golgotha; we watched His agony in the Garden of Gethsemani 
and heard the sentence against Him pronounced by His unjust 
judges ; we listened to the strokes of the cruel scourge, teariag His 
tender Body, we saw the crown of thorns piercing His Sacred 
Head, and we seemed to catch the words of the infuriated mob 
crying: “Crucify Him; His Blood be upon us and upon our chil- 
dren!” We saw Him staggering under the weight of the Cross on 
the way to Calvary, and heard the blows of the hammer with which 
they nailed Him to the Cross; we beheld Him raised aloft, amidst 
the jeers and insults of His enemies, and -we heard His last words: 
“It is consummated ; Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.” 
We watched His Sacred Head sink in death, and finally we stood 
by when His most holy Body was laid in the grave. Had His 
enemies really triumphed? had death indeed gained dominion over 
Him? would the grave be His last resting place? No; death had 
no power over the Lord of life. 

2. Where God intends to display His omnipotence, the world’s 
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resistance is vain and ineffectual. He broke open the gates of 
death and destroyed its sway. In spite of the heavy stone barring 
the entrance to the sepulchre, in spite of the official seal set upon 
it and in spite of the guards, our Lord triumphed over death on the 
morning of Easter Sunday, came forth from the grave and re- 
turned to life in undying glory. By His own power and authority 
He took back the life that He had voluntarily laid down on the 
Cross. Yes, our Lord did indeed rise again on the third day, as 
He had often foretold, and not only the angels, the pious women 
and His disciples, but also the soldiers guarding the sepulchre, 
and even His enemies, bore witness to His Resurrection. It is as 
much beyond question as any event that ever took place, it is no 
less certain than His Birth and Life, and St. John Chrysostom is 
right in saying: “If Jesus did not rise again, it cannot be true that 
He ever was born.” 

3. Let us then rejoice at our Lord’s Resurrection, for thereby 
He has given us the surest proof that He is in truth our Redeemer 
and the Son of God. We know that the sentence pronounced 
against us by God’s justice has been recalled, and the guilt of our 
sins removed, so that we have regained the grace and friendship 
with God, which had been lost to us through sin. We know in 
whom we believe, and no doubt or uncertainty can ever disturb us. 
By His Resurrection Jesus showed Himself to be indeed the Son 
of God, and therefore what He teaches is the absolute truth, far 
above the conflict of human opinions and the errors of our age. 
Our glad conviction is based on no learned arguments, nor on the 
laborious investigations of men liable to error, nor on our own views 
which to-day seem true and to-morrow may appear false; but it 
rests on the Word of the Son of God, which abideth forever. All 
the promises that He made to the just and righteous will be ful- 
filled, as well as the threats uttered against the ungodly; no word 
of His will remain void. If He had not risen from the dead, we 
should be, as St. Paul says, the most miserable of men, for without 
His resurrection there would have been no Redemption, and we 
should still be in darkness and error; without it all our good works 
would have been unprofitable, and all our hopes vain. 

Rejoice, therefore, every Christian soul, for your Redeemer liveth ; 
He, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, hath triumphed; He hath over- 
come death, and by His Resurrection hath manifested His Godhead 
to the whole world. Amen. 
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LOW SUNDAY 


HOW PEACE, THAT HAS BEEN LOST, MAY BE 
REGAINED 


Our Divine Saviour was announced by the prophet Isaias as the 
Prince of Peace, and at His Birth the angels proclaimed peace to 
men. Now, when He has accomplished the great work of our 
redemption, our risen Lord greets His followers with the words: 
“Peace be with you.” In order to supply men with the means of 
regaining peace of heart, after losing it by sin, He breathed on His 
Apostles and addressed to them the memorable words: “Receive 
ye the Holy Ghost: whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven 
them; and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.” It was 
on this occasion, as you know, that our divine Saviour instituted 
the Holy Sacrament of Penance. Let us take this Sacrament as 
the subject of our meditation to-day. 

1. It was by no mere accident that our Lord instituted this 
Sacrament on the evening after His glorious Resurrection. By 
His Passion and death He had reconciled the whole human race 
with God, and obtained grace for all men. Now He wished to 
provide a means whereby the grace of forgiveness, that He had 
won for all, should be conferred upon each individual, a means 
whereby the full tide of God’s grace might be conveyed by in- 
numerable channels to every needy soul. Therefore when, after 
completing the work of our redemption, He again appeared in the 
midst of His disciples, His first care was to institute a permanent 
means of enabling every human being, who truly and earnestly 
desires it, to participate in the forgiveness of sins. This is the 
Holy Sacrament of Penance, which He instituted when He gave 
to His Apostles and their successors power and authority to remit 
in His Name the sins of all who are of 2 contrite heart. 

2. By instituting the Sacrament of Penance, that is so neces- 
sary and so beneficial to us all, our Divine Saviour gave us fresh 
proof of His infinite love and mercy, and we must always be grate- 
ful to Him for it. In this way He made the Apostles and their 
successors, and all priests possessing faculties from their bishop, 
the friends, confessors and counsellors of His people. A Catholic 
readily confides in them and opens his heart to them, disclosing all 
his inclinations, his passions and the motives of his actions. A 
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confessor can point out the dangers in his condition, and the proxi- 
mate and remote consequences of his actions; he can admonish 
him as a father, and warn him against possible disasters; he can 
spur him on to adopt a way of life that will make him pleasing 
to God and man, and happy both in this life and the next; he 
can show him how to resist sin in the future, and how eventually to 
overcome it; he can suggest means of improvement and of attain- 
ing perfection; in short, he can be his instructor and the physician 
of his soul. 

3. Many would have made shipwreck of their lives, had they 
not been warned in time by their confessor; many would have 
plunged deeper and deeper into sin, had not his voice induced 
them to return to the safe path; many would have rendered them- 
selves miserable for time and for eternity, had the Holy Sacra- 
ment of Penance not existed, had they never confessed their sins, 
and had they not thus been extricated from the abyss into which 
they had fallen. How useful and beneficial is this Sacrament! 

Let us therefore thank our Lord most heartily for His goodness 
in instituting this Sacrament, which makes it so easy for us to 
cleanse ourselves from the guilt of our sins; and let us show 
our gratitude by frequently availing ourselves of this Holy Sacra- 
ment, and always preparing carefully and conscientiously for its 
reception. If we do this, it will be of the greatest benefit to us, 
and bring us a rich blessing, so that we shall enjoy true peace both 
in this world and for all eternity. Amen. 





SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


THE PASTORAL CARE DISPLAYED BY THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 


In to-day’s Gospel Christ speaks of Himself as the Good Shep- 
herd, and such indeed He was, and we find in Holy Scripture 
abundant evidence of His love for His flock, and of His faithful 
discharge of His office as shepherd. When He had completed His 
work here on earth, He returned to His Father in heaven, but 
He first instituted the Church, and entrusted to her the office that 
He had held, so that the love of the Good Shepherd might be with 
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us to the end of time. The Church, faithful to the commission of 
her Divine Founder, is like a loving mother in her care for her 
children, and it is this pastoral care displayed by the Catholic 
Church that I wish to consider to-day. 

1. The Church instructs the ignorant. As soon as a child de- 
velops the gift of reason and is capable of understanding the higher 
truths of faith, he becomes an object of the Church’s love and care. 
She sends her priests into the schools to follow the example of 
Him who loved little children, and make known to them the words 
of Salvation. They teach the little ones to know God and to ap- 
preciate His Power, His Wisdom, His Goodness and His Sanctity; 
they teach them about our Divine Saviour and the infinite love 
with which He sought and loved mankind; they instruct them 
in God’s Commandments, showing them how they must walk, if 
they are to succeed in reaching their goal. This instruction is car- 
ried on for years, and thus our holy faith is planted and firmly 
established in the hearts of our children. 

On Sundays and festivals the Church summons all to the house 
of God, where, in the presence of the faithful, the priest, speaking 
in the Name of God and His representative, expounds the law and 
preaches the Word of God. In the, holy tribunal of penance the 
confessor has an opportunity of helping each individual who en- 
trusts himself to his direction ; he can remove doubts, point out dan- 
gers and state what must be done and what avoided, in order to 
please God. ° 

2. The Church strengthens those engaged in conflict. Moses 
once raised his arms in prayer, when from the mountain top he 
watched the battle raging in the valley below between the Israelites 
and the Amalekites, and by his earnest supplications obtained a 
victory for his own nation. In the same way the Church constantly 
implores strength and courage for her children during their con- 
test in this vale of tears against the powers of the world, the flesh 
and the devil; and her prayers, rising to the throne of God, bring 
down upon them grace and power to triumph. In the most Holy 
Sacrament of the Altar she possesses a treasure of grace, which 
she distributes to her children as the Bread of Life to sustain them 
in their warfare. Whoever receives this Holy Sacrament worthily, 
is filled with strength from on high, and enabled to overcome all 
his adversaries, no matter how numerous and how mighty they 
may be, for Christ our Lord is fighting on his side. 
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3. The Church seeks the erring. Remembering that the souls 
even of sinners have been redeemed with the precious Blood of 
Christ, the Church seeks her erring children with a mother’s love. 
She turns to God, the source of all mercy, who bestows the grace 
necessary for conversion, and implores Him to save them. In 
order that her prayers may more certainly be heard, she offers 
daily upon her altars the Lamb of God, Who gave Himself up 
for the sins of the whole world, and the voice of His Blood and 
His love finds access to God and obtains grace and mercy for sin- 
ful men. The Church invites all who have gone astray to return 
to her bosom; with tender words of divine compassion she calls 
to them: “As I live, saith the Lord God, I desire not the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live.” And: 
“If your sins be as scarlet, they shall be made as white as snow; 
and if they be red as crimson, they shall be white as wool.” And: 
“The Son of Man came not to destroy souls, but to save.” When- 
ever, therefore, an erring soul turns back with true contrition, it 
finds a loving welcome in the holy Tribunal of Penance, and is 
absolved from all its sins and shortcomings. 

4. The Church leads the dying to heaven. Whoever has lived 
as a loyal son of the Catholic Church, can fearlessly depart from 
this world, for he dies in the one true faith. At the deathbed of 
a dying Catholic stands a priest with power and authority to open 
to him the gates of heaven, and to guide him through the dark- 
ness of death to the home of everlasting glory. - A priest’s power is 
never so great as when he stands by a deathbed; then he is able 
to forgive every sin, however grievous, provided only that the 
dying man is truly contrite. 

The Catholic Church is the loving mother of all her children, 
just as Christ is the Good Shepherd of all His sheep. Let us 
thank our divine Redeemer for founding this Church, and for hav- 
ing allowed us to be born and brought up as Catholics, whilst mil- 
lions of others remain outside the Church, in the darkness and 
shadow of death. Let us show our gratitude by loyally submitting 
to the Church with veneration and love, by obeying her precepts 
and observing her Commandments. Let us always be attentive to 
her voice and live as her faithful children, and then both in life and 
in death we shall enjoy her love and blessing. Amen. 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
“A LITTLE WHILE,”—A WORD OF WARNING 


A little while! Everything existing, living and happening in the 
world is only for a little while; everything on earth lasts but a 
little while, and then is over. How quickly do the charm of child- 
hood and the vigor of youth pass away! How long will it be be- 
fore we reach the end of our pilgrimage, and wonder that the days 
and years have sped so quickly? Our Saviour’s words: “A little 
while,” contains a warning for us all. 

1. They warn the happy and prosperous against recklessness 
and arrogance. Prosperity often makes us careless, and success 
leads many astray. We find instances of this in our daily life, and 
we frequently meet people who suffer in mind and body for having 
spent the days of their youth in folly and frivolity. Others, who 
once were respected and well to do, have fallen into poverty and 
degradation, because in their prosperity they forgot God and gave 
way to arrogance. There would be fewer sufferers of this kind, if 
people bore in mind how quickly a change may come, and how in 
a little while their surroundings may be completely altered. 

Therefore you who are prosperous and happy, beware! In a 
little while the sun of your happiness may sink behind black clouds, 
and the sky may grow gloomy and overcast. Listen and take this 
warning to heart whilst you are young. Your hearts are still free 
from anxiety and full of happiness, and no sorrow seems to await 
you in the future. Be wise and prudent, and on your guard against 
recklessness. Say to yourselves: “In a little while the joyful time 
of youth will be over, and we shall have to face the serious days 
of life; as we sow now, we shall reap hereafter. O God, to Thee 
will I dedicate my life; I will be glad indeed, but I will avoid all 
carelessness.” In this way you will lay the sure foundation of 
happiness in time and in eternity. You rich men, who possess tem- 
poral goods in abundance, be humble and prudent, for in a little 
while the hour will come when you will have to leave all your 
wealth and possessions; in a little while some unfortunate accident 
or unexpected event may reduce you to poverty. Let none of us 
be dazzled by worldly prosperity, but let each be humble and mod- 
est, even if success falls to his lot, for everything comes to us from 
God’s fatherly hand; it is God Who gave, and He can also take 
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away. Let us never reckon upon prosperity, for “the world passeth 
away and the concupiscence thereof; but he that doth the Will of 
God abideth for ever.” 

2. The words, “a little while,” warn sinners against putting off 
their repentance. Many Christians are much more careful about 
their worldly business than about the welfare of their souls. If 
they are threatened with some illness, they at once try every means 
of arresting the malady, fearing lest it should prove incurable. 
They act in a prudent and Christian manner. But it stands to 
reason that they ought not to be less careful to check diseases of 
the soul, for what does it avail a man to possess all else, if he 
suffer the loss of his soul? Yet there is nothing to which men are 
more indifferent than to the health of their souls. Many are for 
years the slaves of some disastrous passion, and allow all the op- 
portunities of improvement, given them by God, to pass unnoticed. 
Many grow up in a state of sin, and go on sinning, without re- 
penting of their past and regarding it as quite unimportant. Noth- 
ing is more dangerous than to put off repentance. We may ask one 
who does this: “How can you justify your delay? You think prob- 
ably that you still have plenty of time, but in a little while the 
hour will come for you to pass into eternity; then your eyes will 
be opened, and you will see what you have done, and feel the bitter 
pangs of remorse. In a little while you will stand before your 
Judge, Who will take account of your sins, because you neglect to 
do so now in this life. He will count up the hours and days given 
you for repentance and amendment; He will remind you of your 
wasted opportunities. Yes, in a little while the time of grace will 
be over, the measure of your iniquity will be full, and the hour of 
punishment will begin. Will you any longer risk eternal damna- 
tion by continuing to walk in the way of the impenitent? “To-day 
if you shall hear His Voice, harden not your hearts!” 














SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 
EASTER SUNDAY 


THE WITNESSES OF THE RESURRECTION 
BY THE RIGHT REV. ANSCAR VONIER, 0.S.B., LORD ABBOT OF BUCKFAST 


“Therefore doth the Father love me, because I lay down my life that I 
may take it again.”—S. John x, 17. 


SYNOPSIS.—Whenever there is a great event, there are two things worthy 
of attention. First, there is the nature of the event, its time, its place, 
its joyful or sorrowful character; then there is, secondly, the attitude 
of the human beings amongst whom the event has taken place. What 
did people feel, when they saw it, or heard of it; how did they look on 
the event, how did it affect them? This second thing, the attitude of 
the witnesses of the event is many times of no smaller interest than the 
nature of the event itself. Thus, in time of war, an observant mind 
will find it as absorbing to watch the attitude of the civilian population 
with regard to the real war events, the battles, as to watch the battles 
themselves. Not to take account of the impression made by the event, 
but simply to register an event in the long catalogue of facts, would be 
a very imperfect realization of the march of human things. 

Our Lord’s Resurrection is the greatest event in human history. 
It is the triumph of life over death. It is the endless source of joy 
to all souls of good-will. It is the greatest Fact of the World, the 
greatest thing that ever happened. But precisely because it is the 
greatest event, it is of utmost importance for us to study the im- 
pression it made on those that were in touch with it, so to speak. 
It would not be a Divine work if it were deprived of that human 
side, the attitude of the men and the women who were on the spot, 
who first heard of it, whom it touched personally. 

So we need not be surprised to find that the Evangelists are as 
much concerned with the behaviour of Christ’s disciples on the 
Resurrection morning, as with Christ Himself. In fact, the event 
itself, the Resurrection, is told with a conciseness of language that 
is quite remarkable when we compare it with the narrative of the 
things that were said and done by the disciples on that occasion. 
St. Mark is the only one of the Evangelists who speaks directly 
of the fact of Christ’s rising. And see how simple his words are: 
“And He, rising early the first day of the week, appeared first to 
Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven devils” (Mark 
xvi, 9). St. Matthew begins the wonderful Easter story with the 
great earthquake and the apparition of the Angel, being more con- 
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cerned with the impression to be made on the guards and the 
disciples, than with the description of the Resurrection itself. The 
two other Evangelists devote themselves exclusively to the attitude 
of Christ’s followers, taking the Divine fact of the Resurrection 
for granted, as it were. The reason of this extraordinary sobriety 
of language in the describing of the Divine event itself, on the 
one hand, and of the abundance of details with regard to the 
behaviour of Christ’s human entourage, is not far to seek. The 
Resurrection of the Son of God from the dead is not only the 
most marvelous event, it is also the greatest spiritual fact in the 
history of the world. Men are divided not only historically, but 
spiritually, as they differ in their attitude with regard to the great 
event. To believe in it, is to be spiritually superior; not to believe 
in it, is a spiritual catastrophy. The Holy Ghost has given us in 
the Gospels a full insight into the workings of the minds of those 
human beings who were round the Tomb that was made glorious 
on the great morning, whilst so little is revealed to us concerning 
the manner of Christ’s Resurrection. Nothing could be more 
profitable to man than to analyze carefully the mental attitudes of 
the disciples on the first Easter Sunday; one would find there as 
in an epitome the mind of the human race, concerning the glorious 
fact of the Resurrection. What Magdalene and Peter and John, 
and the two Disciples going to Emmaus, and the eleven, and 
Thomas, and last, but not least, the Roman soldiers, said and did 
on the day of Christ’s Resurrection, epitomizes most admirably the 
story of belief and unbelief of which we in our own days are the 
actors and the witnesses, concerning mankind’s attitude towards 
the mystery of the Resurrection. 

It would be impossible, my dear brethren, to condense in one 
discourse the lessons contained in the behaviour of the few men 
and women who played a role in the first Easter drama. The 
Gospel narratives reach a kind of climax in the story of Christ’s 
Resurrection, and we cannot be surprised to find them of palpita- 
ting and varied interest when the risen Christ reenters so suddenly 
into the lives of the disciples who had already begun to shape their 
course with the idea that He was no longer part of their existence. 

I select for our instruction one feature in the mental attitude of 
the disciples, a feature that at first sight looks most incomprehen- 
sible. Why is it, I ask, that the disciples were such strangers to 
the thought of their Master’s bodily Resurrection, when everything 
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they had ever learnt or seen ought to have prepared them for the 
miracle of the Resurrection? Had they not been brought up on 
the old miracles of the Prophets, who raised the dead from the 
graves not only through the might of their prayers, through the 
influence of their living presence, but even through the contact of 
their dead body? “And Eliseus died, and they buried him. And 
the rovers of Moab came into the land the same year. And some 
that were burying a man, saw the rovers, and cast the body into 
the sepulchre of Eliseus. And when it had touched the bones of 
Eliseus, the man came to life, and stood upon his feet” (IV. Kings 
xiii, 20-21). Had they not seen with their own eyes the risen 
daughter of the prince of the Synagogue? Had they not been 
with the Master on the day He met the sad burial procession at 
the gate of Naim, when He had compassion on the widow, and 
brought back to life her son, in presence of the whole people? 
Above all, was not Lazarus with them? Had they not been enter- 
tained at a banquet at Bethany, only a few days before, a banquet 
made wonderfully happy by the presence of the risen Lazarus? 
No doubt, Lazarus, as a true friend, was amongst them all, during 
the dark hours of the Master’s humiliation and death. How then, 
with this unceasing familiarity with the resurrection miracle, had 
it become possible for the disciples to be so entirely estranged from 
the hope of Christ rising again from the dead? For, if one thing 
is clear in the sacred Gospels, it is that mental obtuseness of the 
disciples with regard to the possibility of a resurrection where 
Christ Himself was concerned. Are we not confronted here by a 
flagrant contradiction, a most incomprehensible inconsequence ? 
Yet, the contradiction and the inconsequence are merely apparent. 
The disciples had failed to understand the reasons and the nature 
of our Lord’s death; they had failed to see the real powers, the real 
motives behind their Master’s humiliation and death, and having 
failed entirely to grasp the meaning of His death, they could not be 
expected to be ready for His Resurrection. They could not under- 
stand how the beloved Master’s death was a voluntary death; they 
could not see how He had laid down His life of His own free will. 
Looking at things with human eyes, they saw nothing in the Via 
Dolorosa but the successful machinations of clever and unscrupu- 
lous enemies; they felt that their Master had at last been over- 
powered, that His wonderful sanctity had met with a foe of equal 
strength, the dark wickedness of the prince of the people, the 
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omnipotent ruling of the Roman power. In their eyes, He was a 
victim, and His destinies were no longer in His own hands. What 
the Master had said at the Last Supper had become so sorrowfully 
true, and so speedily true, too: “You will all be scandalized in my 
regard for this night; for it is written: I will strike the shepherd 
and the sheep shall be dispersed” (Mark xiv, 27). To their eyes it 
seemed as if Jesus had not the least say in the matter and the 
manner of His death; the terrible thing was not in His hands, but 
in the hands of His enemies. How, then, could any one entertain 
the idea of His rising through His own power, as death had been 
so evidently not His own choice, but the successful machination 
of bitter enemies? 


What a glorious day it had been for Christ’s friends when the 
Master, followed by a crowd of well-meaning people, went to the 
grave of Lazarus, and there lifting His eyes said: “Father, I give 
Thee thanks that thou hast heard Me; and I know that Thou 
hearest Me always, but because of the people who stand about 
have I said it, that they may believe that Thou hast sent Me. And 
when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice: Lazarus, 
come forth. And presently he that had been dead came forth.” 
The Master had stood there, at the entrance of the grave, strong in 
the power of the Father, and it had been a sight glorious to behold. 
But all that was forgotten now; truly, they all were scandalized in 
Him; the shepherd was smitten and they were scattered. They 
saw no power left in Him, and there was no remedy for His 
bruises, much less for His death. 


Yet, my dear brethren, our Lord had given a most solemn and 
a most public warning. Speaking before the whole people, He had 
said: “therefore doth the Father love Me, because I lay down My 
life that I may take it again. No man taketh it away from Me: 
but I lay it down Myself, and I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it up again. This commandment have I re- 
ceived of my Father” (John x, 17). 


Nothing could be more explicit than such a declaration. In spite 
of all appearances, Christ was the absolute master of His own 
destinies. His death, far from being a sign of weakness, far from 
being an indication that the Father was no longer with Him, was 
on the contrary the most pleasing, the most spontaneous of all the 
works which the Son of Man had accomplished. ‘Therefore doth 
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the Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I may take 
it again.” 

No doubt, if the disciples had understood this, if they had re- 
membered these protestations of their Master, they would have 
experienced little difficulty in believing His Resurrection. But 
being still imperfect in faith, they were scandalized at the apparent 
weakness of Christ. They could not see how “the weakness of 
God is stronger than men.” Their feeling of disappointment was 
not without its guilt; there was in them a lack of generosity, an 
absence of fidelity which did grieve the Heart of their loving 
Master. They had been the witnesses of so many miracles, they 
had seen how He was in the Father, and how the Father was in 
Him; they ought to have been able to put the most favorable con- 
struction on the temporary eclipse of Christ’s power; instead of 
being scandalized, they ought to have followed His progress of 
abasements with wondering love. After all the miracles Christ 
had worked before their eyes, such an attitude was the last thing 
they could rise to. To see them fail so miserably, was one of 
Christ’s sorrows in the dark hour of His sacred Passion. They 
had rendered themselves practically unfit for the joyous expecta- 
tion of the Resurrection through this exclusively human view of 
the Master’s death. 

There is, my dear brethren, a similar spiritual danger amongst 
us, in our own days. Everywhere we meet people who cannot 
bring themselves to believe in the glorious promises of the Christian 
religion, in Heaven, in the perfect bliss of the elect, in the resur- 
rection of the body; their incapacity to entertain such lofty hopes 
comes from a morbid brooding over the ills that afflict man. Their 
weak minds are so overpowered by the sight of human sufferings, 
that they cannot rise superior to such sights, that they cannot see 
the firm land of eternal happiness, just as the drowning man sees 
nothing but water, has no sound in his ears but the sound of 
water, no taste in his mouth but the taste of water, though the firm 
rock be only a few paces from him. They fail to realize, as the 
disciples failed to realize, that sufferings are entirely in the hands of 
God, as well as happiness; that sufferings are the sacrifice which 
man has to offer to God, for sin, either personal or racial, and that 
God loves us both for laying down our souls and for finding them 
again, as He loved His Son: “therefore doth the Father love Me, 
because I lay down My life that I may take it again.” This danger- 
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ous pessimism of our own days is as ungenerous as the scandal of 
the Apostles. Everywhere we find the signs of God’s power and 
goodness. When suffering comes, we ought to take it for granted 
that God’s goodness is as much at work then as in the hours of 
unalloyed happiness. 

Above all, let us remember that by means of the tribulations of 
life, God prepares our own glorious resurrection. Far from being 
a sign of God’s unwillingness to help us, our sufferings and our 
temptation and even our death are like so many tools in God’s 
hands to prepare our souls and our bodies for the unspeakable 
glory. “The Lord killeth and maketh alive, He bringeth down to 
hell and bringeth back again” (I. Kings ii, 6). 

Let us conclude, my dear brethren, with St. Paul’s immortal ut- 
terances concerning this mystery of laying down one’s life and 
taking it up again, a mystery which we all share with Christ: “A 
faithful saying: for if we be dead with Him, we shall also live with 
Him. If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him” (II. Tim. ii, 11). 
Amen. 





LOW SUNDAY 
THEY KNEW HIM IN THE BREAKING OF BREAD 
BY THE REV. H. G. HUGHES. 


“And it came to pass, whilst He was at table with them, He took bread, 
and blessed, and brake, and gave it to them; and their eyes were opened, and 
they knew Him.”—Luke, xxiv, 30. 


SYNOPSIS.—Reasons for choosing to-day the Gospel for Easter Monday: 
brief reference to the two chief incidents of the Gospel for to-day. 

The Journey to Emmaus the subject of this sermon. Two disciples 
are walking, on the very day of the Resurrection, to Emmaus; all uncon- 
scious of the glorious event of the morning. They are joined by a 
Stranger: Who asks them what they are talking of, and why they are 
sad. Their astonishment; they recount the events of the Passion. In 
reply, He who had joined them speaks words that made their hearts burn 
within them: He explains, from the Scriptures, how it behooved Christ 
to suffer. He is about to leave them, when they press Him to stay. He 
went in with them, and, at their meal, they “knew Him in the breaking 
of bread.” 

Many of you, thank God, have known Jesus at this time in the Break- 
ing of Bread: the consolation your priests have had in seeing you ap- 
proach the Sacraments. How strikingly our Catholic privileges come 

home to us at these times; at these times, too, many souls come back to 
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Christ and the practice of religion. The world laughs at your beliefs; 
but “This is the victory that overcometh the world: your faith.” You 
have shown your faith this Easter time in a practical way; a way that 
is a sign of the world: overcoming skepticism and prejudice—thus show- 
ing Christ to others. Coming to a Catholic Church at such times as this, 
people see that Christ’s words are living and effectual words; that they 
have created facts: e. g., the Sacraments of Penance and the Holy 
Eucharist. 

“Whose sins you forgive,” ete. “This is My Body,” etc. 

The world has scoffed and asked, “How can this man give us His 
flesh to eat?” People have been seduced by this skepticism of the world: 
but had they been here when you were approaching the Sacraments, it 
would have been a lesson to them: they would have said, surely, “Here 
is a fact that carries conviction.” 

Thank God that He has brought you into the Church, from whom you 
have received the faith. By that faith you know Christ in the Breaking 
of — Exhortation to frequent Communion—the invitation of 

ius X. 


I have not hesitated, dear brethren in Jesus Christ, to take my 
text and the subject of this sermon from the Gospel read in Holy 
Mass last Monday; and for two reasons: first, that we have in 
that Gospel one of the most touching records of the whole of 
Our Blessed Lord’s life; and, secondly, because that Gospel, oc- 
curring on a week-day, is not very frequently, perhaps, taken as 
the subject of a sermon. Before passing on to it, however, I will 
merely remind you of the two incidents recorded in the Gospel 
of to-day. One is the grant by Our Blessed Lord to His 
Apostles, and in them to the priesthood of the Church, of 
the power of forgiving sins—that power in which we profess 
our faith every time we say, in the Apostles’ Creed, “I be- 
lieve in the forgiveness of sins.” The other is the merciful 
conviction, by actual sight and touch, of the unbelieving Apostle, 
St. Thomas; with Our Divine Lord’s words, so encouraging to us: 
“Because thou hast seen Me, Thomas, thou hast believed: blessed 
are they that have not seen, and have believed.” 

The event of which, however, I wish to speak to-day is told us 
in the twenty-fourth chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel. There it is 
recorded how, on the very day of the Resurrection, two of the 
disciples of Jesus were making a journey on foot to a town called 
Emmaus, some distance from Jerusalem. They were all uncon- 
scious of the marvellous event of the early morning, when the 
Sun of Justice had arisen from the Tomb, and as they walked they 
talked together of that which filled their minds—the only thing of 
which they could think or speak—the death of their beloved Master. 
And it came to pass that while they talked and, with looks and tones 
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of grief, went together over the events of the past three days, One 
joined them whom they knew not, and He said to them: “What 
are these discourses that you hold with one another as you walk, 
and are sad?” And one of them, named Cleophas, asked the new- 
comer in surprise: “Are you only a stranger in Jerusalem—have 
you only just come into these parts—that you know not the things 
that have been done there in these days?” They could not imagine 
anyone not knowing; they thought that all must be thinking, as they 
were thinking, of what had happened. And the Stranger asked: 
“What things?” And they said, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
Who was a prophet, mighty in work and word before God and 
all the people; and how our chief priests and princes delivered 
Him to be condemned to death and crucified him. And we hoped 
—we did think—that it was ‘He that should’ have redeemed Israel: 
and now, besides all this, to-day is the third day since these things 
were done. Yea, and certain women of our company affrighted 
us; who, before it was light, were at the sepulchre, and not finding 
His body, came and said that they had also seen a vision of Angels, 
who say that He is alive. And some of our people went to the 
sepulchre, and found it as the women had said—but Him they did not 
see.” Thus sadly they spoke of what they thought to be but a tale of 
the excited imaginations of the women—too good—oh, far too good 
to be true. And then He who had joined them spoke to them 
wonderful words, that made their hearts to burn within them. First 
He reproached them for their slowness in understanding the Scrip- 
tures with which they were familiar: “O foolish, and slow of 
heart to believe in all things that the prophets have spoken.” As if 
to say, “You believe that the Christ was to save Israel—and you are 
right—but you do not believe that it behooved Him to suffer and 
to die, though your own prophets have plainly told you so.” 
“Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and so to enter into 
His glory?” “And beginning at Moses and all the prophets he 
expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things that were con- 
cerning Him.” 

And presently they drew nigh to the town whither they were go- 
ing: and He made as though He would go farther: but they, 
wishing to hear more, constrained Him, saying: Stay with us, for 
it is towards evening, and the day is now far spent. And He 
went in with them. And it came to pass, whilst He was at table 
with them, He took bread, and blessed, and brake, and gave to 
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them—and then, at that familiar action, their eyes at last were 
open, and they knew Him—knew Him for their own dear Lord 
and Master: knew that He was alive, knew that He had truly risen 
from the dead, that He was not lost to them after all. “And they 
said one to the other: Was not our heart burning within us, 
whilst He spoke in the way, and opened the Scriptures”’—and they 
knew why they had been so strangely stirred—it was because He 
was near, from whom, whenever we approach Him, comes forth 
virtue and healing and consolation. 

Brethren, many of you, thank God very many of you, have 
known Jesus during this glad Easter season, in the Breaking of 
Bread; in that Banquet wherein He gives us Himself, His own 
Body and Blood, to be the food of our souls. It has been indeed 
a great consolation to your priests to see you approaching the 
Sacraments of Penance and the Holy Eucharist. And your hearts 
have burned within you as you entered into communion with Him, 
not blindly, as knowing not with whom you spoke, like the two 
disciples—but knowing Him, recognizing Him, as your living risen 
Lord and Saviour. 

My Brethren, what a wonderful thing it is to be a Catholic. 
How strikingly our Catholic privileges come home to our minds 
at times like this holy season through which we are now passing. 
Ah, if your priests could tell you the wonderful things that happen 
at times of grace like this: how the Good Shepherd goes forth— 
Himself— and brings back strayed and wandering sheep to His 
fold—souls to whom perhaps no priest has spoken, but whom God’s 
Grace has found out and touched and reclaimed. It is at such 
times as these that priests have the privilege and the consolation 
of seeing God’s grace working almost visibly through the Sacra- 
ments of Christ’s Church, in the hearts of His children whom 
He loves so dearly. 

And amongst your Catholic privileges not the least—nay in some 
ways the most precious—for it is the gate to all your other privi- 
leges, is the great gift of faith. The world laughs at your beliefs 
—but, says the Apostle to-day, “This is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, your Faith.” And you have shown your faith 
this Easter time in a grand way: you have shown it in a practical 
way: you have shown it in a way that brings conviction, that is a 
sign to the world. You have exhibited a faith which, shown 
amongst Catholics as you have shown it, has overcome the scep- 
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ticism and the prejudice of the world and has brought many a 
soul to the true Religion: and I make bold to say that often, dear 
brethren, your faith has done this, more effectually than many a 
sermon. Thus you have shown Christ to others almost as He 
showed Himself to Thomas: by a demonstration of faith. People 
know that Christ said, “Whose sins you shall forgive they are for- 
given”; but those words have but a vague meaning. Let them 
come into this church on such an afternoon and evening as yester- 
day or yesterday week, and they will realize that those words are 
no far-off utterance of doubtful meaning, but that they are living 
words, effectual words, words that created a fact—and that fact they 
can see before them when they see the faith of Catholics in the 
Holy Sacrament of Penance. People have read, too, and heard, 
again and again, those words of Jesus Christ—“this is My Body, 
this is My Blood”—and “do this in commemoration of Me”—but 
the world has said, “how can this Man give us His Flesh to eat,” 
and has turned aside, unbelieving; and those poor people have fol- 
lowed the world and have echoed the unbelieving question; for they 
have none to teach them, no guide to tell them the plain meaning 
of God’s Words; whilst false guides have said: “Believe that they 
mean anything except what they say: put any meaning upon them 
but the one they naturally bear.” Ah, had they been in this church 
this morning or last Sunday morning, had they seen men and 
women and little children—their faith proclaimed by their devout 
and reverent demeanor—it must have been a lesson to them: they 
must have said surely—here is a fact that carries conviction; 
Christ said “This is My Body; this is My Blood”; here are those 
who seek no far-fetched explanation, but who take His words as 
they stand and who believe them. Such Faith must surely rest 
on something more firm than childish credulity. 

Oh thank God, dear brethren, that He has brought you into His 
true Church, that Church from whom you have received the 
precious gift of Faith. “What dost thou ask of the Church of 
God?” is the question put at Baptism. “Faith!” is the answer of 
the Sponsors. And that precious gift is given by the Holy Ghost 
in that Sacrament. And by that faith which is yours since you 
were made members of Christ’s own Body, the Church, you know 
Him in the breaking of Bread, in the Holy Sacrament of the Altar. 
Come often, then, to receive this precious fruit of the faith that is 
in you; respond to the loving invitation of Jesus who would have 
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you come very often, nay, daily if possible, to receive Him. Re- 
member the striking words of our late Holy Father, Pius X., who 
was surely enlightened by God when so eloquently and so truly he 
spoke of the desire of Jesus to come very often to you in Holy 
Communion. That was a message from God to your hearts. Do 
not let it pass unheeded. And if there are some among you who 
till this Easter had seldom, perhaps, partaken of the Food of Life 
in the course of the year, now that you have come, and have tasted 
how sweet the Lord is, come again; come often, come regularly; 
deny not the ardent and loving desire of Jesus to give Himself to 
you and to do you good. Jesus, our Risen Lord, who to you, 
as to the two disciples on the way to Emmaus, makes Himself 
known in all His gracious sweetness, and in all the power of His 
healing influence and saving grace in the Breaking of Bread. 





SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
BY THE REV. STEPHEN MURPHY, 0.M.I. 


“IT lay down My life for My sheep.”—John x, 15. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. THE GOOD SHEPHERD.—Our Lord attaches great importance to 
this title because of the devotion that shepherds display in watching over 
their sheep. This devotion contrasts strongly with the selfishness of the 
hireling. Jesus is the Good Shepherd of souls. 

2. HIs FLocK.—His flock is gathered by Baptism within the fold of the 
Church. Like the Israelites entering the Holy Land, the members of that 
fold are separated from heathendom. 

3. FEEDING THE FLOCK.—Christ provides for His flock in a wondrous 
manner under the authority of the Holy Father into whose hands He has 
committed the care of both lambs and ae Christ is truly the Good 
Shepherd of souls. 


In the Gospel of to-day, Christ speaks of Himself in terms that 
have become enshrined in the memory of Christians. “I am the 
Good Shepherd,” He says, “and I know mine and mine know Me.” 
He is indeed the Good Shepherd of souls whom He will finally 
gather into a single flock. “There shall be one fold and one shep- 
herd.” And if Christ is the Good Shepherd, He has made full and 
ample provision for the welfare of both the lambs. and the sheep. 
On this present Sunday, let us dwell briefly upon the words: 
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1. The Good Shepherd. 
2. His flock. 
3. The feeding of His flock. 


1. Our Divine Saviour seems to attach great importance to the 
title of Good Shepherd. The figure appealed to the audience He 
addressed, since that audience consisted largely of the poér of 
Palestine. His hearers were mostly poor shepherds just come from 
feeding their flocks on the hills outside the city. Being poor, their 
flock was their only worldly possession. Their flock was quite as 
dear to them as life itself, because it was their sole means of live- 
lihood. They did not wonder when our Lord spoke of laying down 
His life for His sheep. This, to their mind, was the ideal devotion 
of a shepherd’s career. They could recall experiences of their own 
when they braved the dangers of the wilderness, the storm, and 
the mountain torrent, until, after much pain and suffering, the poor 
stray sheep was carried home amid great rejoicing. When King 
David was a mere boy, he tended his father’s sheep. From his own 
lips, we are told of the personal risk he incurred while saving the 
objects of his care from the attacks of wild beasts. “Then came 
a lion or a bear,” he says (I Kings xvii, 34), “I strangled and killed 
them.” 

In contrast with the devotion of the faithful shepherd is the sel- 
fishness of the hireling. On the approach of danger, the hireling, 
forgetting all else, looks to his own safety alone. He leaves the 
poor sheep helpless and unprotected, an easy prey to be scattered 
and caught by the ravenous wolves. 

The Son of God, my dear brethren, in His Sacred Humanity is 
the Good Shepherd by excellence. He is the Good Shepherd of 
souls. No danger or sacrifice has deterred Him from seeking after 
His lost sheep. He has saved many a lost soul from the power 
of the devil “who,” the Scriptures tell us (I Peter v, 8), “goeth 
about seeking whom he may devour.” The proof of His unbounded 
devotion in the world’s salvation, is discovered in the words: “I 
lay down My life for My sheep.” 


2. The sheep for whom Christ especially lays down His life are 
the members of His flock. We belong to His flock. We feel 
secure from danger because we are sheltered in the fold of Christ. 
We place great reliance in the fact that we are members of the 
Church, for this Church, we know, is the one true fold established 
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by Christ upon the rock, against which the gates of hell shall not 
prevail. 

The Old Testament (Exodus) describes the manner in which 
the children of Israel came forth from Egypt, from the abode of 
heathenism, into the Holy Land. They were protected from pur- 
suit and danger by their passage through the waters of the Red 
Sea. Similarly, we have passed through the waters of Baptism. 
It is Baptism that separates us from the dangers of heathenism. 
We who are baptized have come to dwell in a Holy Land where the 
Lord is our shepherd. We are become “the people of His pasture 
and the sheep of His land” (Ps. xciv, 7). In this Holy Land, in 
these favored pastures, the presence of the Good Shepherd pro- 
tects us from the hatred and assault of the evil one. 

“And other sheep I have,” says Christ, “that are not of this fold. 
Them also I must bring.” Certainly pagans and heathens do not 
belong to the flock of Christ. Neither do those Christians who live 
outside the fold. Yet, whilst they have souls to save, both pagans 
and Christians of whatever sect are still the sheep of Christ. They 
belong to Christ because for them, as well as for the actual mem- 
bers of His flock, He has suffered and incurred hardship of every 
kind. They are the sheep that He seeks far and wide in the wilder- 
ness of the world. Carried home tenderly on His shoulders, they 
will also form part of His flock in paradise. 

My dear brethren, praise and bless God that even on earth your 
souls are numbered in the flock of Christ. Appreciate your privi- 
leged lot and destiny in being placed under the immediate protection 
of the Good Shepherd. Remember that you are known and recog- 
nized by Christ as a member of His flock. Jesus in return must 
be known and recognized by your gratitude and devotion. You 
must always listen to His voice. In times of joy and happiness, 
you must open anew your heart and mind to Him, that in sorrow 
you may hear His words “Come to me all you who labor and are 
burdened and I will refresh you” (Matt. xi, 28). 

3. Christ feeds the sheep of His flock. Christians who confide in 
Him as the Good Shepherd of their souls, constantly experience the 
benefits they derive from His tender care. He fills them with the 
abundance of blessings that flow from the fountain of life. He 
nourishes and strengthens them with the strength of the Sacraments 
and especially with the Blessed Eucharist which imparts to their 
powers, both bodily and spiritual, the vigor of a happy immortality. 
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“Feed My lambs, feed My sheep,” was the command given by 
our Lord (John xxi, 15, 17) to the Apostle Peter on the eve of 
the Ascension. Following out this divine command, the Prince of 
the Apostles exercised supremacy over his Master’s flock, feeding 
both lambs and sheep. He was vested with authority and power 
to guide in the paths of salvation all such as were baptized in the 
Baptism of Christ. 

My dear brethren, if we have been baptized, if we wish to par- 
ticipate to the full in the protection of the Good Shepherd, we 
must submit ourselves to the guidance of His visible represen- 
tative on earth. We must place our reliance in the Supreme 
Authority that is vested in the successor of St. Peter. 

In every country where Catholics worship God, in every diocese 
where bishops rule in communion with the Sovereign Pontiff, in 
every parish where priests comfort the faithful, in every Catholic 
and Christian home, we shall find evident benefits arising from the 
supreme authority that gathers the lambs and the sheep into one 
earthly flock. It is the authority of the Sovereign Pontiff that is 
exercised to save us from the hireling that cares not for the sheep. 
It is the same authority that warns us against deceitful and in- 
sidious teaching, “Beware of false prophets who come to you in 
the clothing of sheep but inwardly are ravening wolves” (Matt. 
vii, 15). 

How bounteously has the Good Shepherd provided for the inter- 
est of His flock! With what wisdom has He secured for us His 
‘abundance of heavenly blessing! May our gratitude for His favors 
lead us never to lose sight of the happiness which He has prepared 
for the souls He has saved. “I lay down My Life for My sheep.” 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


SAINT JOSEPH, THE EXEMPLAR OF THE 
MODERN WORLD 


BY THE REV. E. F. SUTCLIFFE, S.J. 


“Go to Joseph.”—Gen. 41, 55. 


SYNOPSIS.—The Church is a living organism; and life denotes develop- 
ment and growth. Hence the development of her doctrine, and the 
growth of her devotions. As the living organism is not independent of 
ats environment, it is natural that the devotions of the Church should 
change with her changing needs. In the early centuries the Apostles, 
the Martyrs, and the Doctors and Fathers were successively nearest to 
the hearts of the Faithful. The devotion to St. Joseph exhibits one of 
the most remarkable instances of this growth. Brief history of the 
honor paid to the Saint in the Liturgy and public prayers of the Church: 
its recent date. 

Spiritual significance of this modern growth of devotion to St. Joseph. 

(1) An industrial age doomed to spend its days in toil has found its 
model in the working-man of Nazareth. The witness of the Fathers to 
Joseph’s trade. The contrast between his true worth and his apparent 
insignificance. His example a standing lesson to the world. 

-(2) An age in which great wealth emphasizes the poverty of the poor 
has found encouragement in the poverty of Joseph. St. Joseph worked 
not merely in pursuit of an ideal, but because Jesus and Mary depended 
on his efforts. He was the bread-winner of the Family. 

(3) An age in which the vast majority of people are condemned to 
quiet lives of obscurity has singled out for its exemplar the Saint of the 
Hidden Life. Of St. Joseph in himself and apart from Our Lord we 
know nothing. We do know of some incidents in his life, but in each 
case they are recorded only in their bearing on the fortunes of Our 
Blessed Lord. 

Such was Holy Joseph, poor, hard-working, humble and retired. May 
he obtain us grace to realize that true human greatness is compatible 
with, even promoted by poverty, hard work, humility. 





The development of doctrine has now become a familiar idea— 
thanks to the labors of distinguished theologians in the last cen- 
tury. The Church does not, and cannot, make any addition to the 
deposit of revelation given by Our Blessed Lord. But, as time 
goes on, truth that was implicit becomes explicit, gradually wins 
more general recognition, and, it may be, finally receives the seal 
of the Church’s infallible pronouncement. Two of the most famous 
examples are of recent date; for it was the privilege of the last 
century to know, with the divine and unerring authority of the 
Church, that Our Blessed Lady was conceived Immaculate, without 
stain of original sin. It was not till the last century, again, that the 
Church explicitly taught the dogma of Papal Infallibility. 
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As in doctrine, so in devotion. For doctrine and devotion can 
never be separated. Doctrine without devotion is jejune and bar- 
ren: devotion without doctrine is extravagance. Sometimes 
devotion leads the way, as in the case of the Blessed Sacrament 
of the Altar, and of the Immaculate Conception. It was long 
before the true doctrine, on which these devotions were founded, 
became the explicit dogma of the Church. Or it may be that dogma 
precedes and devotion follows: so it was with the mystery of 
Mary’s maternity. In dogma and in devotion alike, the Church 
has grown and developed with the passing of the ages. It could not 
be otherwise. The Mystical Body of Christ is a living organism, 
and life connotes development and growth. But the living organ- 
ism is not independent of its environment; and it is natural and 
reasonable that the public devotions of the Church should change 
with her changing needs. In her early years the Apostles were 
nearest to the hearts of the faithful. It was to them and to the 
first disciples that, under divine Providence, the world owed the 
knowledge and love of our Lord. Gratitude inspired devotion. 
But very soon, even before the close of the apostolic age, the 
power of the persecutor was felt, his power to mutilate and his 
power to beautify the body of the Christian, that he gave to death, 
for, in the words of St. John Chrysostom, the firmament is not so 
adorned by the galaxy of stars as the body of the Martyr by his 
wounds. The tyrant willed evil and accomplished good. He willed 
to destroy the body of the Christian: he did but give new life to 
the Mystical Body of Christ. If the blood of the Martyrs was 
the seed of the Church, what more natural than that they should 
hold the first place in the thoughts and affections of their spiritual 
sons, who prayed to them for. encouragement and strength to fol- 
low in their steps even unto death for Christ. After the Martyrs 
came the Doctors and the Confessors. The Church left its cata- 
combs. It was accorded the right of existence: it received liberty 
to preach. Before long it was raised to honor, and its princes 
moved with the great ones of the world. Now that its life was no 
longer menaced, its doctrines were assailed; and the gratitude and 
devotion of the Church centred on the great teachers; the Doctors 
and Fathers, who had defended and explained its truths. And 
so in every age the Spirit, breathing in the Church, inspires and 
promotes the devotions most suited to its present circumstances 
and needs. 











SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 499 


Perhaps there is no more striking instance of this opportune 
growth of cult than is afforded by the history of devotion to the 
great Saint Joseph. It is not that he has ever lacked a place in 
the Christian heart. The thought is impossible. As Pope Pius IX. 
once wrote: “The Church has always most highly honored and 
praised the most blessed Joseph, next to his spouse, the Virgin 
Mother of God, and has besought his intercession in times of 
trouble.” And far back in the records of history we find traces 
of this honor and praise. In the Basilica erected at Bethlehem by 
St. Helena there was a chapel consecrated to the Foster-Father of 
Our Lord. It is asserted that even before this time his feast was 
celebrated by the Coptic Church, whose liturgical language is that 
of the adopted land of St. Joseph’s great prototype—Joseph at the 
court of Pharaoh. There is no evidence of public devotion earlier 
than the fourth century even in the East. In the West it made its 
appearance later, introduced according to tradition, by the zealous 
monks of Carmel, whose Order in later days has been so conspicu- 
ous in its homage to the Saint. The earliest sign of official cult 
in the West is the mention of St. Joseph in certain local men- 
ologies of the ninth and tenth centuries. The earliest Church 
known to have been dedicated to his name dates from the twelfth 
century. Not long after this time the devotion began to spread 
widely, in large measure, owing to the labors and preaching of the 
Franciscan and Dominican Friars. But, strange though the fact 
may appear, it was only in the fifteenth century that the feast of 
St. Joseph was admitted into the Roman Calendar. And this sur- 
prise will prepare us for others. It was not till the opening years 
of the eighteenth century that the feast of St. Joseph was raised to 
the rank of a double of the second class. Thus it is the aston- 
ishing fact that it was not till modern times that the feast of 
St. Joseph ranked even high in the calendar of the Church. More 
than a century was yet to pass before Pope Pius IX. extended the 
festival to the entire world, more than a century and a half before 
the Feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph was given the highest 
honor; for it was later the privilege of the same Pontiff solemnly to 
declare St. Joseph Patron of the Catholic Church, and to confer the 
dignity of a double of the first class upon his festival. This brief 
history of the public worship paid to St. Joseph by the Church 
suffices in order to emphasize its recent growth. Mention should 
be made of the further honor it remained to subsequent Pontiffs 
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to add to the public expression of the Church’s veneration. Pope 
Leo XIII. approved a votive Mass and Office in honor of our 
Saint, and granted to the clergy of the world permission for their 
use on every free Wednesday throughout the year. Pope Pius X. 
added his quota of homage by approving a Litany to him who was 
his own patron as well as patron of the entire Church. To realize 
the place the Foster-Father of our Lord holds in the mind and 
heart of the Church, this enumeration must be still further length- 
ened. There are two solemn feasts of St. Joseph, the one on the 
19th of March, and the Feast of the Patronage after Easter. 
St. Joseph is invoked in the Collect A Cunctis after our 
Lady and before the Apostles. His name is mentioned in the 
prayer appointed to be said after Mass, and there is a special 
prayer to him in the Rosary devotions of October. Finally his 
name is invoked in the Litany of the Saints, where it was inserted 
by Pope Benedict XIV. in 1726. 

It is unnecessary to speak of the private devotion of the faithful, 
of the altars and churches erected, of the prayers and hymns com- 
posed in honor of St. Joseph. It is not necessary to bring proof 
of the high place he holds in the hearts of all. We have seen the 
almost unique position of St. Joseph in the liturgy and worship of 
the Church, and also how late it was in her life that the devotion 
of the faithful found public expression, how recently it was that 
the Church decreed the very highest honor to St. Joseph, indeed 
that it was within the last fifty years that he was declared Pro- 
tector of the Universal Church, and within the memory of the 
young that a votive Mass and Office was granted in his honor. 
This great outburst of devotion to our Saint in the nineteenth 
century is not without its deep spiritual significance. An age 
which saw the sanctity of family life imperilled turned for succor 
to the guardian of the Divine Family on earth. An industrial 
age doomed to spend its days in toil found its model in the work- 
ing-man of Nazareth. An age in which vast wealth emphasized 
the poverty of the poor found encouragement in the poverty of 
Joseph. An age which saw the vast majority of its people con- 
demned to quiet lives of obscurity singled out for its exemplar 
the Saint of the Hidden Life. 

Let us now examine some of these points more in detail. The 
consideration of God’s dealing with his chosen servant cannot but 
console and strengthen us. The realization of the circumstances 
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of Joseph’s life cannot but correct our spontaneous judgments of 
the importance of material comforts and of worldly prosperity, if 
they be erroneous, cannot but strengthen our conviction of their 
real unimportance, if, by the grace of God, we already view 
wealth and comfort with Christian eyes. Living as we do in an 
age which has made Mammon its idol, we tend ever to forget our 
convictions, to let our beliefs become dulled; and the contemplation 
of the life, work and home of Joseph acts as a tonic to our souls. 
First, let us consider St. Joseph’s manner of life at Nazareth. 
He is living in this Galilean village at the time of the first scenes 
pictured for us in the sacred narrative. Thither he returned after 
the flight into Egypt, and there we may well believe he lived until 
the happy day on which he breathed forth his soul in the presence 
of Jesus and of Mary. How did he occupy his time? Did he 
live after the, manner our nature would deem desirable? Had he 
an estate with equipages and attendants? Had he wealth and the 
means of comfort and luxury? Had he servants to do his will? 
These are among the objects of human ambition. A life of plenty 
and of ease ensures the honor of the world and the fulfillment of 
every craving. It is such a life man naturally desires for himself 
and for his friends. These things are not bad in themselves, far 
from it. God created the world and saw that it was good. But 
He did not give these material comforts to His chosen servant. 
And can we believe that God would not give him of His best even 
in this world? The judgments of God are not as the judgments 
of man; but the judgments of God are true. Wealth, position, 
honor cannot truly have the importance which apparently is theirs. 
The Evangelists nowhere tell us explicitly how Joseph occupied 
his day, but several occasions are recorded on which the contem- 
poraries of our Lord referred to Him as the Son of the Artisan. 
The word used in the original is réktwv, which stands either for 
a joiner or carpenter, or for a craftsman or artisan of any kind. 
It is used, for example, in pagan authors, of metal-workers and 
of workers in horn. What is its meaning in the Gospels? The 
word stands alone, and there is nothing to define its connotation. 
When we look to the opinion of the Fathers, we find considerable di- 
versity. St. Hilary in his Commentary on St. Matthew (Ch. xiv, n. 
2,—“ferrum igne vincentis”) clearly understands St. Joseph to have 
been a smith. So does St. Peter Chrysologus (Sermon 48). Like 
St. Hilary, in metaphorical language, he applies to the divine work- 
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manship of Christ’s eternal Father terms drawn from the human 
industry of Joseph upon earth. He speaks of the great Artificer 
forging the world “non malleo, sed precepto,” “not by hammer, 
but by command.” And other phrases (“qui massam seculi auc- 
toritate, non carbone conflavit,” ibid.) show that in his opinion 
our Lord’s reputed Father earned his livelihood by working in 
iron. Indeed, one ancient writer speaks of St. Joseph as a builder, 
a sense which is given to rékrwy in classical Greek, and another as 
a goldsmith. But the whole tradition of Christianity is decisively 
opposed to St. Joseph’s having followed a trade as lucrative as 
that of a goldsmith, The common meaning of the word 
rékrwv, especially if unqualified, is that of carpenter or joiner; 
and the opinion that Joseph was a carpenter is not only com- 
monly held, but is consonant to the past tradition of the 
Church. Yet it is by no means sure that Joseph worked only in 
wood. In a society where commerce and industry are not scien- 
tifically developed, there is no strict division of labor. And it is 
worth noting that St. Justin, one of the earliest Fathers and a 
native of Palestine, speaks of our Lord as making yokes and 
ploughs (Dial. cum Tryph. ch. 89); and our Lord’s trade was that 
of St. Joseph before Him. Further, St. Ambrose (in Luc. Lib. 
iii, n. 2) rather implies that St. Joseph was both carpenter and 
smith. The natural supposition that a Galilean carpenter would 
have known the use of the blacksmith’s tools is thus borne out by 
Patristic authority. 

We may then picture to ourselves Joseph of Nazareth as a 
hard-working and industrious carpenter, availing himself of his 
skill in the manipulation of iron to fashion the implements and 
tools required by the village community and by the agricultural 
pursuits of the neighborhood. We have indeed here matter for 
reverent meditation, were we not familiar with the idea, for pro- 
found astonishment. This conjunction of dignity and lowliness, 
of true worth and apparent insignificance is a standing lesson to 
the world. In the judgment of God manifested to us by his exalted 
office as Foster-Father of Mary’s Son, Joseph ranked high among 
the sons of men. The guardianship of our Blessed Lord and His 
Holy Mother was a duty of ineffable dignity. The dominion of 
Galilee, the kingship of Judea were as nothing to it. The great 
offices at Rome under the Emperor cannot be compared to it. The 
very rule of Caesar Augustus himself is paltry beside the domestic 
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rule of Joseph over Jesus and Mary. Such a verdict does not 
imply any faulty appreciation of the greatness and might of Rome. 
Rome was the most powerful empire the world has seen. Even 
from a spiritual point of view, the Emperor of Rome held a posi- 
tion of lofty dignity, because his was true authority, and every 
man who has authority stands, in his measure, in the place of God. 
Yet in spite of the might of the Roman Empire, its vast resources 
and its wide possessions, the rule of the Emperor was not to be 
compared with the paternal dominion of his obscure subject over 
Jesus and Mary. 

These are strange sayings. They spring from the great paradox 
of Christianity; they are tinged with the folly of the Cross. The 
tenor of our daily lives tends to obscure our appreciation of spiritual 
values, and the quiet consideration of the truths taught by Joseph’s 
life strengthens our belief and encourages our will. We have 
seen that St. Joseph spent his days in work, and work not of the 
head, but of the hands. Every Jew had a trade: St. Paul we know 
worked as a tent-maker. But St. Joseph worked with his hands 
not only in pursuit of an ideal, but because he was poor. He was 
the bread-winner of the family, Jesus and Mary depended on his 
efforts. His poverty was not absolute. No one could think of 
meanness and squalor in connection with the Holy Family. They 
owned a house; and St. Joseph had his workshop. In the opinion 
of St. Ignatius, Mary travelled to Bethlehem on a mule, and he even 
mentions the presence of a servant-girl. But though the Holy 
Family did not lack the necessaries of life, neither did it enjoy 
prosperity and comfort. In the sweat of his brow Joseph earned 
bread for those he loved. How consoling a thought for the toiling 
multitudes of to-day! How sobering a thought for human pride 
and self-sufficiency! Work is not demeaning. Cheerfully per- 
formed for the love of God in pursuance of duty, work is ennobling. 
Poverty is not demeaning. Poverty was the lot of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph. To be conformed to them the Saints have longed 
for poverty, have divested themselves of all to win her. “Go, 
sell what thou hast and give to the poor, and come, follow Me.” 
Our Lord invites us to follow Him in poverty as in all virtue. 
Some are poor by choice; some by lot. Both states are good. St. 
Joseph was poor by circumstance; St. Francis, St. Ignatius and 
countless others by vow. 

Finally, work and poverty connote obscurity; and in our day, 











504. THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


wise beyond all previous ages, man longs not only to know but to 
be known. To live retired, neglected, is a trial perhaps more keenly 
felt in our own time than formerly. Again we have to turn to 
Joseph. Watch him pass from his home to his workshop. Watch 
him at his labor through the hours of light, until with evening he 
returns home to rest with the Family. Who knew of Joseph, 
cared for Joseph? He was known, and, we may be sure, respected 
in Nazareth. At Bethlehem he seems to have been friendless, if 
not unknown. Who knew of Joseph outside the Holy Land? St. 
Joseph had stayed in Egypt; but Jews in Egypt were very numerous, 
and the arrival of a Jewish family would arouse no comment. It 
would almost seem as if St. Joseph’s love of a life retired in God 
had been respected by the Evangelists, for they give us but scanty 
information concerning him. St. Mark does not even mention his 
name. We do know of some incidents in his life, but in every 
case they are recorded by the Evangelist as bearing on the fortunes 
of our Blessed Lord. Of St. Joseph in himself and apart from 
our Lord we know nothing. Even the fact that Joseph was a car- 
penter is known to us only from the scoffing of the Jews at Jesus. 
This reticence of the Evangelists is symbolical of Joseph’s outlook 
on life. As nothing is known of him except in its bearing on our 
Lord, so Joseph’s whole life was directed to the honor and glory 
of God. He was content to live retired and unknown. He could 
have told us that notoriety in itself is not to be sought. Unless 
publicity furthered the glory of God, he would have none of it. 
His ambition was to spend his life in devotion to duty, in the care 
of the Family entrusted to him, and by so doing to serve his God. 
Such was holy Joseph, poor, hard-working, humble and retired. 
May he obtain us grace to realize that true human greatness is com- 
patible with, even promoted by poverty, hard work, humility. 

















OCCASIONAL SERMONS 


GOLDEN JUBILEE OF LA SALLE COLLEGE 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
SERMON BY THE RIGHT REV. MGR. P. R. MCDEVITT 


The seventeenth century has been denominated the age of Louis 
XIV. The destinction thus accorded to the name of the “Grand 
Monarch” is bestowed because of the pre-eminence which, under 
Louis’ rule, France attained in art, in literature, in science and in 
war. Whilst an inspiring story might be told of that golden age, a 
truly adequate history would unfold not only the glory, but the 
degradation also of the reign during which France dominated Europe 
for three-quarters of a century. Not less real than the external 
splendors and mighty conquests were the deep misery and widespread 
ignorance. Thoughtful men, lovers of God and their fellow-men, 
unaffected and undeceived by the dazzling magnificence of the great 
king, saw and bewailed the wretched and shocking conditions that 
prevailed in their native land. 

Among those whose hearts went out to the multitude was a young 
priest, born at Rheims in 1651 and ordained to the priesthood in 
1678. This apostle, by name John Baptist de la Salle, determined 
at least to try to save and elevate the masses of the people who were 
dragged down by ignorance, vice and immorality. Endowed with 
rare gifts of mind and heart, John Baptist de la Salle saw with the 
vision of a prophet that the remedy for the evils of his age was an 
education in which religion and morality as well as knowledge 
should be made vital factors in the daily life of the children of the 
nation. When he turned to make his lofty purpose practical, he 
discovered that the means of education were not possessed by the 
great masses of the children of the country and that the agencies 
which were intended to bring truth and knowledge to the people 
were inadequate and inefficient. Moreover, he beheld in the work 
of popular education, such as it was, two fundamental weaknesses : 

1. The teachers were not wholly devoted to their calling. 

2. They were not properly trained to discharge their high respon- 
sibilty, and in many cases were grossly defective in moral character 
as well as in intellectual equipment. 


55 
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An EpocuH IN THE History oF PopuLAR INSTRUCTION. 


Despite the almost utter hopelessness of the lamentable conditions 
which confronted him, John Baptist de la Salle, like all great men 
who have left their impress upon mankind, did not waver in his 
resolution. He wasted no time in bewailing and denouncing exist- 
ing facts. Convinced that education was the truly efficacious weapon 
to be used in his crusade against ignorance, and persuaded that edu- 
cation was not less the right of the many than of the favored few, 
he inaugurated a movement which was destined to mark an epoch 
in the history of popular instruction. Eminently practical and con- 
structive in all his undertakings, he concentrated his efforts upon 
the sources of the evils from which the education of his day suf- 
fered. He based his reformation upon the vital truth that the 
teacher is the soul of every school and that the teacher is never 
a potent force in the development of a child unless he is wholly 
consecrated to his work and is rightly trained in its methods and 
practices. His appreciation of these truths was neither a passing 
nor an academic conviction. He determined, therefore, to organize 
a body of laymen whose lives, to the exclusion of any other occupa- 
tion, should be given to the cause of education, and, furthermore, 
to establish an institute through which these men might receive a 
special training for their high and noble calling. 


ACHIEVED MARVELOUS SUCCESS. 


To-day it seems to us simple and obvious that those who teach 
should be pledged unreservedly to their vocation, and that they 
should be trained to discharge its obligations. But these evident 
truths were not so fully recognized two centuries ago, when John 
Baptist de la Salle proclaimed his purpose to organize a community 
of teachers and to establish a school for their training. The efficient 
carrying out of the ideas of John Baptist de la Salle brought about 
a revolution in the education of the seventeenth century and has 
profoundly influenced the education of the world for the last two 
hundred years. 

In addition to the radical reformation whereby the teacher should 
be devoted entirely to his work and should be trained to discharge 
its requirements, John Baptist de la Salle made other far-reaching 
contributions to the science and art of education. At the close of 
the seventeenth century he organized a Sunday school in the parish 
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of St. Sulpice, Paris. It is an eminent English and non-Catholic 
educator who says: “This seventeenth century Sunday school fore- 
stalled in a remarkable manner more than one educational institution 
which is commonly thought of as much later in origin. To say 
nothing of the Sunday school proper, eighty-one years before 
Raikes of Gloucester (1780), the school of St. Sulpice was first and 
foremost a continuation school in the modern German sense, that 
is, it gave the lads and young men engaged in wage-earning a course 
of teaching that was based upon the instruction acquired in their 
earlier years, through the elementary school, and designed to carry 
that instruction to a high stage. The school was also, in a measure, 
an anticipation of the technical or, rather, trade school, whose 
general institution is a noticeable point in the recent educational 
history of the great cities of our day.” (Adamson’s “Pioneers of 
Modern Education,” page 223.) 

The elementary schools organized by John Baptist de la Salle were 
marvelously successful, and, speaking of the time prior to the French 
Revolution, have been referred to “as without doubt the most effect- 
ive elementary schools in existence.” (Parker’s “Modern Elemen- 
tary Education,” page 100.) 


To ALL Parts OF THE WORLD. 


But, alas, that mighty upheaval in the social, political and religious 
life of France wrought the almost total annihilation of both the 
teachers and the schools of John Baptist de la Salle. Happily, when 
the horrors of the Revolution had passed, the dawn of the nine- 
teenth century witnessed a revival and an expansion which, in 
three-quarters of a century, brought the sons of De la Salle to all 
parts of the civilized world. In 1846 they came to the United States. 
In 1853 they opened their first school in Philadelphia. 

In 1863 they received from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania a 
charter to conduct a collegiate institution; this morning we are 
assembled to commemorate the golden jubilee of this auspicious and 
momentous event in Catholic education in this archdiocese. 

To-day’s celebration, which, in one sense, is local in character, is; 
in another, national, I may say international, in its significance; 
for La Salle College of Philadelphia is but one school in the thousand 
the world over, all dominated by the same spirit, and its teachers 
are only a few of a mighty army of teachers who find their inspira- 
tion, their model, their exemplar, literally their patron saint in the 
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supremely and justly celebrated educator, St. John Baptist de la 
Salle. 

Whilst I might narrate the details in the half-century of life 
marked to-day by La Salle College, the incidents of each year would 
be simply a repetition of the previous year. I, therefore, prefer to 
express a few general thoughts upon Catholic education, especially 
Catholic higher education, to which La Salle College, since the day 
of its foundation, has been silently and steadfastly devoted. 


A SuprREMELY IMpoRTANT WorRK OF THE CHURCH. 


A supremely important work of the Church in every age is educa- 
tion. The appreciation of this essential truth has in a marked degree 
characterized the Church in America for the last one hundred years. 
For almost at the beginning of the nineteenth century she sounded, 
in the decrees of the First Provincial Council of Baltimore, the 
keynote of Catholic education for the children of this new Republic 
of the West. Her clear, definite and emphatic declaration that all 
right education must embrace religious truth has neither changed 
nor weakened. In fulfillment of her divine mission to preach the 
truth that makes men free she has covered the land with schools of 
her own foundation and establishment, and has thereby the right and 
justification to claim that her loyal adherents, under her guidance, 
are doing more for popular education in America than any other 
body of citizens. 

There is no idle boasting in this unqualified statement. The de- 
monstration of its truth may be seen in the conditions with which 
you are familiar and which need no present consideration. Splen- 
did indeed as have been the achievements in the matter of educa- 
tion, whereby the Catholics of America have given to the world an 
object lesson of self-sacrifice and generosity that eloquently reveal 
the sincerity and loyalty of their belief in Catholic principles, yet 
there is now looming up before the Church in America another 
responsibility, not less weighty than that which she has recognized 
and has nobly fulfilled. To provide a Christian training for the 
great mass of her little ones, the Church, from necessity and from 
the dictates of wisdom, has hitherto concentrated her efforts upon 
the organization of the elementary parish school. Whilst she has 
done this she has felt that her responsibility in education is not only 
for the children of one class or another, but equally for all classes, 
without distinction of age or condition. She has realized the truth 
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of the sentiment expressed by one not of her fold who says “that a 
system of schools should form a ladder leading from the gutter to 
the university” and that “the highest interests of the Commonwealth 
demand, the rights of the individual require, that natural talent 
should be trained to its highest possible development. The rich, the 
powerful, those who move in exclusive social circles have no monop- 
oly of natural intellectual ability. Ability, executive, literary or 
inventive, is no respecter of social conditions. It may first see the 
light just as probably in the poorest tenement as in the most sumptu- 
ous mansion.” (Maxwell, “Educational Review,” December, 1912; 
page 453.) 
A NEw AND A HIGHER Mission. 


Hence to-day when the severe struggles of the pioneer period are 
over, when the humble beginnings of the past have developed into a 
system of elementary schools as extensive as the limits of the coun- 
try itself, the Church feels that she must undertake a new and a 
higher mission and to provide fully for the young boys and young 
girls, the young men and the young women who are seeking an 
education beyond the elementary grades. It is at once evident that 
this mission is a more difficult, if not more necessary, work than 
that which she has carried on so successfully. 

The Church realizes that there is but one way to meet the condi- 
tion which is before her, and that way is to act in conformity with 
her unqualified teaching and immemorial practice. She knows that 
a higher education that minimizes or eliminates religious teaching 
is as foreign to her laws as to her divine mission of preaching the 
truth, that a purely secular or a reputed non-sectarian school is 
fundamentally defective and inadequate to conform to the require- 
ments of a Christian, Catholic training. Since all these things are 
true, then necessarily and logically the Church must provide such 
schools as will give all that which secular schools give of learning and, 
in addition, the elevating and preserving leaven of Catholic truth. 

Many further reasons might be easily adduced to demonstrate the 
absolute necessity of developing completely our Catholic education 
system from the elementary school to the university. Not the least 
of these reasons is that Catholic truth, so mighty in power, will 
never exercise on the Catholic body (and much less on the non- 
Catholic body) that wholesome, elevating and conservative influence 
in all that is best and highest unless Catholic education reaches out 
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to all classes of our Catholic people. Moreover, the children of the 
Church can never assume in this land of opportunity the place which 
their numerical importance demands unless there appear among 
them men and women who, trained in all that true education implies, - 
will lead and guide the great Catholic body. Unless this leadership 
is existent and unless the enlightenment which comes from true edu- 
cation be extended to our Catholic people, not only must they ever 
remain an unduly insignificant factor in our national life, but there 
is reason to fear that they will become the victims of their more 
alert, though not more religious fellow-citizens. 


Tue NEED oF ABLE LEADERSHIP. 


There is no theorizing in this declaration. Unfortunately, there 
are too many tragedies in the history of the nations to teach us this 
unquestionable truth. For though the Church is divine in her origin, 
divine in her teaching and is destined to last until time shall be no 
more, yet Almighty God has decreed that her welfare and her 
progress shall depend almost wholly upon the human agencies that 
are found in her rulers and members. As bearing upon this point, 
I cannot do better than recall the thought which the distinguished 
rector of the Catholic University of America has expressed when 
he stated that it is an historical fact that the state of the Church in 
every nation is most profoundly conditioned by her relation to the 
higher institutions of learnings. A momentary reference to the ex- 
perience through which the Church is now passing in Europe to-day 
will unfold the verification of the opinion of this eminent student 
and scholar. Look at Spain, study France, and turn to Portugal. 
In France and Portugal the Church has been robbed and despoiled, 
helpless women have been treated with a brutality hardly paralleled 
even in pagan times. The irreligion, the hatred, the injustice and the 
oppression that have disgraced these so-called Catholic lands are 
the outcome of anti-Christian university influences. The political 
parties that dominate France and Portugal, that violate every law 
of liberty and justice, are guided and directed by men of university 
training. It is they who do the thinking, they who do the talking, 
they who plan the campaigns. They have corrupted the masses of 
the people who submit to their guidance. In contrast to this lamen- 
table condition, turn to Belgium with its Catholic University of Lou- 
vain. The political party that has robbed the Catholics of France 
and Portugal of their liberty would likewise crush the Church in 
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Belgium. But the Catholics in Belgium, inspired. and directed by 
leaders whom the Catholic University of Louvain has given to the 
country, have resisted successfully every attack upon their freedom; 
they have maintained their equality before the law, and they have 
taught their enemies that the rights of Catholics as citizens and as 
Catholics, shall not be violated with impunity by any intolerant 
political party. 

These and many other reasons make imperative the development 
and perfection of our Catholic education. The responsibility is in- 
deed one that calls for loyalty and self-sacrifice, both from priest 
and people. But while the mission of the Church in the United 
States finds no counterpart in any other part of the world, never- 
theless the Catholics of this great nation can look with high hopes to 
a future that will witness the complete development of their schools, 
from the kindergarten to the university. The facts that warrant 
this forecast are to be seen in the Catholic body itself and especially 
in the Catholic educational system. In much hardship, in the face 
of prejudice and intolerence, with slender means and few resources, 
Catholics have provided for their little ones the priceless blessings 
of a Christian training. That same loyalty and devotion will estab- 
lish and maintain and perfect our higher institutions of learning. 
Still more, our Catholic educational system, resting as it does upon 
right principles, commanding in its service a mighty army of men 
and women who are wholly consecrated to the high vocation of 
teaching, and finally, having within itself the elements of power 
which are as resistless as the waves of the ocean, must eventually 
become one of the mighty forces for the preservation and salvation 
of the Republic. 

A Dest OF GRATITUDE. 


For half a century La Salle College has carried on the work of 
secondary education. In that period she has sent forth into the life 
of this great community her sons whom she has trained in Catholic 
truth and practice, and whom’she has prepared to take their places 
as worthy citizens of the nation. To-day these loyal and grateful 
sons, priests and laymen, turn to salute and congratulate the tender 
mother to whose care and training may be traced in a large degree 
the success which has come to them in later years. I would give 
utterance on this festive day to their rejoicing and thanksgiving as 
well as express the congratulations of the Catholic people of this 
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great diocese, who owe a debt of gratitude to the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools not only for the splendid service of La Salle Col- 
lege, but for the inestimable work of parish schools in Christian 
education. 

May this school to-d@y, rich with the achievements and honors of 
fifty years, take up with renewed strength and enthusiasm the noble 
mission to which it is dedicated, and may God grant that the years 
to come will witness a progress and development which will place 
La Salle College in a foremost position among the colleges of 
America. 























CONFERENCES FOR CHILDREN OF MARY 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XXX. THe DANGEROUS AGE. 


My dear Children of Mary :—When girls reach the age of sixteen 
and, in many cases, even before, they imagine they have grown so 
tnusually wise and learned that neither parents nor teachers can 
tell them anything they do not know better. 

And yet, at the age of sixteen, girls will hardly realize the nature 
and kind of life work which Almighty God has ordained for them; 
they may know a little of a half dozen or so “ologies,” but they are 
unable to tell when water is boiling, nor can they mend a stocking. 
Yet they will begin to flirt with boys, and they want to be taken to 
shows and “movies,” for one is not up to date unless one has seen 
the latest pictures and heard the latest songs. And these same 
worldlywise girls are hardly in their long skirts. 

The warnings of an anxious mother might as well be omitted for 
all the good they will accomplish. What right has a mother to dic- 
tate to a daughter, who is finishing the tenth grade, and who knows 
any and all things when the poor ignorant mother could not 
even pass an examination in chemistry? But a time will come when 
these oversmart girls will pay the penalty. 

Do not make the fatal mistake of saying that you see other girls 
acting in this manner. What others do or may not do can never 
be your rule of action. The commandments of God should be your 
rule of conduct. 

We will take it for granted that you have decided the question of 
your vocation. You realize that you have not been called to serve 
God in the convent. You anticipate that your duties will be bound 
up in home life. Whether the means of your parents may be such 
that you may acquire a thorough education, or whether you may be 
compelled to go to work to help your father in the support of the 
family, the fact that you are staying in the world does not imply 
the right that with the sixteenth year you should begin company 
keeping. There will be plenty of time for that when you once realize 
that marriage is your vocation, when you know more of the duties 
and obligations of that life, and when you are competent to do all 
the work which your mother does now. 

No one wishes to deprive you of your rightful share of fun and 
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pleasure. Almighty God has in His kindness destined compensa- 
tions and pleasures for each time of life. There is no need of your 
anticipating pleasures destined for a future day. Enjoy all lawful 
joys intended for you at the present time in your home circle with 
parents, brothers and sisters and such girl friends of whom your 
parents approve. In years to come, when you will have learnt the 
iesson we all must learn—that life is not all play—you will look 
back to these joys of home life with a longing akin to that of our 
first parents whose thoughts often went back to the lost paradise. 
Hence, with hearts that are still carefree and innocent, enjoy to the 
utmost the blessings and happiness of home life. There is no need 
of you craving for things that are neither intended nor good for you. 

Why is it that at your present age you are warned about the dan- 
gers of company keeping? Because, as yet, you are not prepared 
to settle such an important question of vocation, upon the proper 
solution of which your whole temporal and eternal welfare will de- 
pend. When a grayhaired woman dresses like a girl of twenty, when 
a whitehaired old man tries to make love to a girl that might be his 
granddaughter, people grin and say: “There is no fool like an old 
fool.” But when a girl still in school age accepts the attentions of 
a boy still in his teens, people of the world shake their heads gravely 
and fear the outcome. The world pities such children if they are 
without parental guidance, and it severely censures them if they 
ignore such guidance. 

At your time of life you lack the judgment and experience to 
decide in such a momentous question as courtship and marriage. 
As yet you have no idea of the burden and responsibility that mar- 
ried life imposes. If married life meant nothing more than a con- 
stant holiday and love-feast, we might marry you all off the day 
you leave school. But married life means a great deal more than 
that. Married life means countless sacrifices and hardships, the 
meaning of which is still unknown to you. It means difficulties 
and trials of which you know absolutely nothing. It means tears 
and suffering you cannot now even understand. 

On part of the young man married life requires that he be of 
good character, that he be honorable and an honest, Catholic, young 
man, that he be able and competent to support a family with the 
work of his hands. On the part of a young woman the vocation 
to the married state requires that she be able to do all the house- 
work, cooking, baking, washing, ironing, sweeping, dusting, mending, 
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sewing and scrubbing, so that she may in truth be a “help” mate to 
her husband. Married couples must live together, work together, 
save together. Unless they are competent and willing to work, their 
married life will be anything but a happy life. 

It stands to reason that a boy of sixteen or seventeen is hardly 
able to support even himself by his work. How can he think of sup- 
porting a wife and children, if he is unable to provide even for him- 
self? Why should a boy, then, want to court a girl when he cannot 
take care of himself! Why should any girl accept the attentions of 
such a boy! 

Thus you see how utterly wrong it is to begin company keeping 
at so early an age. 

Some there may be who say that, while they do not believe in 
early marriages, they see no reason why a girl should not begin 
keeping company any time a young man may think it proper to call 
upon her. Should not a girl have the right to fully know a young 
man before making him the man of her choice? We will grant all 
that. But even such a view will not permit of childish love affairs. 
There will be plenty of time to learn all about the young man who 
is to be your choice. In the first place it will never require from 
eight to ten years to learn to know a young man. Even after a girl 
has reached the years when she is to make her choice, an unduly 
long courtship will often be more of a drawback than a benefit. For 
later years you might put it down as a rule that when you cannot 
know all about a young man that you should know in the time of 
one year, you will never know or understand him. In the second 
place, the right young man, the one whom God has picked out for 
you, may become tired of you. 

For your own peace of mind and heart do not be in too great a 
hurry to shorten your girlhood days. These happy days will never 
return to you. The twenties with their troubles and cares will come 
soon enough. When you enter upon the twenties, and you realize 
that you must decide the most important question of your life, it will 
be an honor for you, and a consolation as well, to look back upon the 
years of from sixteen to twenty with a clear conscience. Then there 
will be nothing in those years that you may want to keep hidden 
from him whom you will truly love. You will not have contracted 
any giddy, foolish or extravagant habits. You will be able to open 
the book of your whole life and no one can point to a single incident 
that could in the least tarnish your purity of mind and heart. 
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BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XVIII. Rerorm or ANARCHY—WHICH? 


If you should have the misfortune to suffer from a disorder of 
your body it is not likely that you will send for a blacksmith or car- 
penter but for a physician. Common sense will tell you to get a 
competent man. Needless to say there are doctors and doctors. 
Suppose that the doctor you have summoned should say: “My dear 
man, yours is a peculiar case and I will not be able to say what ails 
you until your life is gone and I can dissect your body, but I am 
anxious to know what ails you and hence it will be best if I kill you 
so that we may learn the root of the trouble.” Would you be satis- 
fied to have him kill you to find out what ails you? Would you not 
rather holler with all the strength of your lungs, and have this dan- 
gerous man thrown out? A competent doctor will not seek to kill 
you to ascertain what ails you, but will do his best to keep you alive 
and to improve your condition. 

Society is in the position of a sick man. 

Is it necessary to murder society, to destroy civilization, to abolish 
law and order, to overthrow the lawfully constituted government, 
to slay rulers of the country, to rob men of their lawful possessions, 
to reduce the whole world to chaos, in order to find a cure? When 
life is destroyed, of what good is the cure? Is it necessary to revoke 
every progress made in two thousand years, and start again with 
the stone-age, when the hides of animals formed the only known 
clothing, and caves the only shelter? 

And yet, if you listen to socialistic orators, that is just what they 
tell you ; society must first be destroyed and then a cure will be found 
in the creation of the “future state.” That will include the abolition 
of labor for profit. Mankind would be fed, clothed and mated by 
overseers. And how long would mankind stand for such slavery! 
There would quickly be another revolution. 

Society will do well to stay away from such socialistic doctrines 
that teach no remedy but destruction. 

If an inventor desired to give to the world some new machine, 
how much interest do you think people would take in his invention 
if instead of a working model he would write only lengthy books. 
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Especially those who take an interest in new inventions, and who 
are willing to back them with money, do not want books or papers 
about that new machine, but a real working model of the same. 
This working model will be studied, examined and tested by experts, 
to see whether it comes up to expectations and whether it fulfills 
the claims which the inventor has made for it. If it does not do 
the work the inventor claims for it, people will turn away disap- 
pointed. But when engineers, and others, who take an interest in 
the invention, are convinced that the working model does all the 
excellent work the inventor claims for it, it will not take long for 
capital to become interested. Factories will be built from which 
that fine machine will be put on the market, and the general public 
will not be slow in buying it. 

If a man would come to you and say: “Look here, I believe that 
I can make heaps of money if you will help me to get a patent. I 
am working on a machine that will catch the rain as it falls and 
extract gold from it. But I need much money to put that machine 
together, and I was wondering whether you would not help me. 
As soon as I get my machine in working order you will get your 
money back and more besides, so much in fact that you will not 
know what to do with it.” You will not have to be a wise man to 
know this poor fellow is insane. 

Here, then, is socialism with a new invention. It wants to abolish 
poverty, vice, crime, misery of all kinds, and make of this earth a 
paradise. All of which may sound beautiful, but—alas and alack— 
socialism has no working model by which it could prove that its 
invention will do what is claimed. Socialism has flooded the world 
with a deluge of literature proclaiming its wonderful invention. 
It engages orators, publishes papers, organizes political parties, doing 
all this for the glory and financial benefit of socialistic bosses; but 
it has no working model by which it can prove a single one of its 
many assertions. Why then should any sane man take any stock 
in all the wild talk of socialism! 

Socialists have certainly tried hard to produce a working model 
of their impossible theory. They tried it, not only once but many 
times, in nearly every country of the globe. But for some reason 
or other the model never worked. The people over whose present- 
day-misery socialists grow so eloquent in their books, papers and 
speeches, soon grew tired of being slaves while their masters pock- 
eted all profits, and they disbanded in disgust. If socialists could 
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point to even one successful working model, how proudly they would 
proclaim, “Behold and see! We have a perfect working model! 
See how happy our people are. Ask them if they will ever go back 
to the old civilization.” Books would be written about the happy 
colony, its pictures would be spread broadcast, excursion trains 
would be run to the colony to let people see for themselves that 
socialism after all has the one and only remedy for all the ills of 
mankind. Alas, socialists cannot point to a single successful venture 
of this kind, and as often as they may try in the future, their schemes 
will come to nothing because they are unable to change human 
nature. One cannot start out from a wrong principle and follow 
it without sinking deeper and deeper into error. Realizing their 
failures to put their doctrines into practice, socialists have a remark- 
able explanation. They must admit that, so far as a working model 
is concerned, socialism is impossible of demonstration. But, they 
continue, when all the world will join, it is bound to work out right. 
As well they might say that two and two will of course never make 
five; but two million plus two million will make five million! 

Can any but an insane mind accept such an argument? Socialism 
wants first to destroy our civilization and then improve it, whereas 
present-day abuses may be remedied by keeping civilization alive! 

Our country is a good working model of a government as perfect 
as human ingenuity can devise. Its laws and courts and its constitu- 
tion are based upon the experience that humanity has gathered in the 
course of centuries. Our executive authority comes not from self- 
appointed kings, but from our equals whom we appoint to office. 

This government, as a working model, shows to the world we 
have here better opportunities for life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness, than in any country under the sun. If that were not the 
case it would hardly be likely that so many people of foreign coun- 
tries would want to come to America, to find a new and better home 
under the Stars and Stripes. 

If by some calamity—which God forbid—this country of ours 
should go down to defeat, humanity would be compelled to struggle 
on for centuries again before it could again build up a working 
model as perfect as is our government. In the meantime generations 
would have to struggle through anarchy without ever seeing the 
dawn of freedom. 

That there are faults and abuses in our land, no one who has 
eyes to see and ears to hear will deny. To abuse means putting a 
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worthy or good object to evil use. To destroy or abolish some- 
thing because someone has abused it would be rank folly. Should 
we destroy all railway systems because a man is run over by a train? 
The death may have been an accident, it may have been due tothe 
carelessness of the engineer or of the victim. But in either case 
we would not be reasonable in asking the destruction of all railways. 
Railways are indispensible, and accidents can usually be avoided 
by exercising proper care. 

In like manner it would be folly to condemn all lawful govern- 
ment for any shortcoming that can be remedied if laws are properly 
made and enforced. 

Let us take to heart the answer which king Frederick of Prussia 
gave to citizens who came to see him about having the burgomaster 
of their town removed. The king listened to them and then asked 
who had appointed the mayor. “We did, Your Majesty,” the citizens 
replied, “we elected him.” “Then it serves you right, you foolish 
men! Elect a better man the next time.” 

When we elect the wrong men for public office we have no reason 
and no excuse for complaints. The fault is ours. We should have 
used better judgment. 

Reform or anarchy—which? What should be done, and who 
should take it upon himself to work for a betterment of conditions, 
to do away with abuses so that this government of ours may at all 
times be a perfect working model? 

To help intelligently and effectively in this grand task, you Catholic 
men of this country must become well informed of the needs of the 
times, of the abuses that must be done away with, and of the remedy 
that must be applied. You should know why socialism, or any other 


-“‘ism,” is incapable of improving conditions. Seek information so 


that you may be able to see through the fallacies that are spread 
broadcast, and to administer the antidote to counteract the poison 
that threatens from a daily press hostile to God. 

Take a lively and intelligent interest in all public affairs. Attend 
the meetings of the union to which you belong, or should belong, 
and when it is time for you to speak, speak as a man who is not 
afraid to voice his convictions. Labor unions, like any other body, 
may make mistakes, and have made mistakes, but the fault was 
with those who for some reason or other would not speak up for 
truth and right. Attend the conferences of your society, read Cath- 
olic papers to become posted in matters of the labor-question and 
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kindred topics, and be as fearless to speak in behalf of truth as are 
those others who champion error. Remember that every election-day 
means the duty for you to vote. Nine-tenths of all political abuses 
would never happen if all voters would vote honestly and intelli- 
gently. Know those whom you are voting into office. Watch the 
state and national law-making. If a law is proposed that will violate 
justice and right, enter your protest in time, then watch the out- 
come and remember it if your congressman or representative is on 
the wrong side of the question. 

The children of the world are in their generation wiser than the 
children of light. We may gain many valuable points from our 
friend, the enemy, in running our affairs. 

You Catholic men have a solemn duty to perform for God, for 
home and country. Wrongs must be righted, else a storm will over- 
take us and will sweep this country into anarchy and chaos. 














A RETREAT FOR WOMEN IN BUSINESS 
IN FOURTEEN CONFERENCES 
BY THE REV. J. A. MCMULLAN, C.SS.R. 


VI. THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST: OBEDIENCE. 


“Come to Me all you that labor and are burdened and I will refresh you. 
Take up My yoke upon you and learn of Me, because I am meek and humble 
of heart and you shall find rest to your souls. For My yoke is sweet and My 
burden light.’—Matt. xi, 28, 30. 


SYNOPSIS.—The object of the Retreat is: (1) To get rid of sin; (2) To 
become Children of God. 

We get rid of sin by a good Confession. We become Children of God 
by acquiring the Spirit of Jesus. The virtues of that spirit are typified 
in the Vision of the Sacred Heart —by the Cross—the Thorns — the 
Wound which represent: Obedience. Restraint. Love. 

By these virtues Jesus overcomes the world: i. e., the concupiscence of 
the eyes, the concupiscence of the flesh, the pride of life and selfishness 
engendered by these concupiscences. 

First He conquers the “Pride of Life’ by accepting the cross of His 
Father's Will in loving obedience as shown: (1) In the Birth. (2) In the 
Hidden Life. (3) In the Public Life. (4) In the Passion and Death. 

We imitate Him: (1) By praying. (2) Doing our daily work. 
(3) Bearing our daily crosses: as Children of God and in Obedience to 
Our Father in Heaven. 


When Jesus said, “You cannot serve God and Mammon,” He was 
not merely telling us a truth, He was giving us a warning, for many 
there are who try to do this thing. They profess they are serving 
God whilst almost without adverting to it they are paying court to 
the world. “These people honor Me with their lips, but their hearts 
are far from Me.” Now during a Retreat we can look carefully 
into this matter, we can see where we stand, or whither we are 
drifting, we can discover for ourselves whether we are serving God 


. “with a perfect heart,” as Scripture speaks, or only paying outward 


and, so to speak, conventional service to Him. For the best of us 
this close scrutiny can hardly be flattering, but we are not to be 
discouraged. It is God’s will that we should make it, and we should 
be sure from that that He wants to help us to profit by it. When 
we have convinced ourselves of our worldliness and the sins with 
which it has burdened us, He bids us come to Him and seek His 
pardon, as we have seen, in a good Confession, “Come to Me you 
that labor and are burdened and I will refresh you.” But that is 
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not all. We can get rid of sins at once, but not at once, save by a 
miracle, of worldliness—the source of so many sins. One earnest 
desire, one good Confession, one week’s fervent Retreat will most 
assuredly help us, but we cannot hope that it will destroy worldliness 
in our heart forever. Worldliness may be wounded; it may lie 
dormant for a while, but it is living still, perhaps only awaiting an 
opportunity to rise to its accustomed triumph in our hearts. It is 
a dread and powerful enemy, and only the strength of God can 
give us the victory over it. But Jesus longs to give us that strength. 
“Have confidence” He says to encourage us. “I have overcome the 
world.” “Take my yoke upon you and learn of Me because I am 
meek and humble of heart and you shall find rest to your souls.” 

From His meek and humble heart then we are to learn the virtues 
and to draw the spirit that will conquer the world. Make that spirit 
your own, and worldliness will fly from you. For the spirit of the 
world is the inheritance of our fallen nature, the concupiscence of 
the eyes, the concupiscence of the flesh, and the pride of life, and 
the cold, hard-hearted self-centredness and self-sufficiency which 
results from indulgence in these concupiscences. Look now at the 
meek and humble Heart of Jesus as He has revealed it to us and at 
once you will see how its Spirit is able to conquer the world. For 
in that Heart thus revealed we see symbolized for us the virtues 
that constitute the Spirit of Jesus. It is surmounted by a Cross 
and there are flames of love embracing that Cross. It is encircled 
with thorns. It is pierced by a lance. These things I say symbolize 
for us the Spirit of Jesus. For what do they tell us? The Cross 
is the Will of His heavenly Father, and the flames of His love are 
loyally embracing it. That is the Obedience which is to conquer 
the pride of life. The thorns that encircle the Heart and wound it 
(for the points of thorns are stained with blood) show the restraint 
that Jesus practised “leaving us an example” that we must follow 
if we are to fight successfully against the “concupiscence of the eyes 
and the concupiscence of the flesh.” And the wound on the Heart 
has a lesson of special significance. The Heart is wounded but lov- 
ing still, nay it loves the very hand that pierced it, “whilst yet we 
were sinners Christ died for us.” It teaches us we must forgive 


or we shall not be forgiven, and we must keep His commandment of 
love or we shall not be reckoned amongst His disciples. “A new 
commandment I give unto you that you love one another as I have 
loved you”; and “By this shall all men know that you are My dis- 
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ciples if you have love one for another” (John xiii, 34, 35). That 
is the love that makes us all brethren of Jesus and Children of God 
and drives from our hearts the cold and arrogant selfishness of 
worldlings. 

This, then, is the Spirit of Jesus. The spirit of Obedience, of 
Restraint and of Brotherly Love. This spirit we must strive with- 
out ceasing to make our own. For just in proportion to our doing 
so depends our power to conquer the world, and to fit ourselves for 
Heaven. “For whom He foreknew He also predestinated to be 
made conformable to the image of His Son” (Rom. viii, 29). Noth- 
ing then could be more necessary or useful for us than to study well 
the Spirit of Jesus. Let us begin then with His Obedience. That 
we have considered as typified for us by the flames of love that rise 
from His Heart to embrace the Cross of His Father’s will. 

It would be impossible in a conference like this to cite all the 
Scripture passages that speak of the Obedience of Christ, neither 
of course is it necessary. But some I must quote to show you how 
this great virtue is an essential characteristic of the spirit of Jesus. 
And my first text shall be the great verse in the Hebrews x, 5, etc.: 
“When He cometh into the world He saith, sacrifice and oblation 
thou wouldest not, but a body thou hast fitted to Me. Holocausts 
for sin did not please Thee. Then said I, behold I come. In the head 
of the book it is written of Me that I should do Thy Will, O God. 
In which will we are sanctified by the oblation of the body of Jesus 
Christ.” He is born then in obedience to His Father’s will, as the 
angels sang to give “Glory to God in the Highest and on earth 
Peace to men of good will.” For thirty years He is hidden in the 
workshop of Nazareth, and all we are told of Him is, “He went 
down to Nazareth and was subject to them.” Once indeed is the 
veil lifted to show us Jesus acting in a way that causes trouble to 
His mother. He is lost in the Temple, but His explanation, “Did 
you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” reveals 
to us that as then, when He caused them sorrow, so also during the 
whole of that hidden life of perfect obedience He was always about 
His Father’s business and doing His Father’s will. Leaving His 
home He begins his public life, but it is by the will and sanction of 
that Heavenly Father that He does so. The Heavens are opened at 
His Baptism and the Voice proclaims, “This is My beloved Son in 
Whom I am well pleased, hear ye Him.” 

And as He begins so does He continue. “I came,” He says, “not 
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to do My own will, but the will of Him that sent me.” And again, 
“The things that are pleasing to Him I do always.” And yet again, 
“My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me.” Proving how sin- 
cerely He practised what He proclaimed. “Not in bread alone doth 
man live, but in every word that cometh from the mouth of God.” 

On the night before He died, looking back upon His life, He sums 
it all up in His prayer to His Father. “I have done the Work that 
Thou gavest me to do.” Thus He closed “in wondrous order” the 
work of His active life. He had done all at the will of His Father. 
It was over, “The night cometh wherein no man can work.” But 
the end of His active work was to be the beginning of his “passive” 
work. He was now to face his terrible sufferings. And how does 
He begin? Again, by an act of Obedience. “That the world may 
know that I love the Father, and as the Father has given Me com- 
mandment so do I arise; let us go hence.” So saying He arises from 
the table and proceeds to the scene of His agony. Then look at Him 
as He lies prostrate in that agony and hear the prayer which dur- 
ing those three long hours breaks from His bleeding Heart. “Father, 
not my will, but Thine be done.” When His disciples would rescue 
Him by force He will not have their help, for such was not His 
Father’s will. “Thinkest thou,” He says to Peter, “that I cannot 
ask My Father and He will give me presently more than twelve 
legions of Angels? How then shall the Scriptures be fulfilled that 
so it must be done?” (Matt. xxvi, 53). To Pilate, who boasted he 
had power to release Him or to put Him to death, He declares, 
“Thou shouldst not have a power against me unless it were given 
thee from above” (John xix, 11). To that power—to the will of His 
heavenly Father—He bows in humble obedience. “The chalice 
which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it?” (John xviii, 
11). And to the last drop does He drain that cup of bitterness, 
until He could cry, “It is consummated.” And note, by a miracle 
of power the very parting with life is in this God-made man an act 
of positive Obedience. He does not merely, as the martyrs do, 
allow His executioners to take it. No, but by an exercise of divine 
power He yields His soul Himself to God. “Father, into Thy hands 
I commend My spirit,” and saying this He gave up the ghost (Luke 
xxili, 46). With man death is the consummation of weakness. “It 
is not in man’s power to stop the spirit, neither hath he power in 
the day of death” (Eccles. viii, 8). But with Jesus it is otherwise. 
His death is an act of power. It is with a loud cry, a cry of strength 
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and vigor that He yields His soul to God. So grand and striking 
a manifestation of more than human might is it that the pagan sol- 
dier sees in it at once a convincing proof of our Lord’s divinity. 
“And the centurion who stood over against him, seeing that crying out 
in this manner He had given up the ghost, said, “Indeed this man was 
the Son of God” (Mark xv, 39). Even in the very act of dying then 
He is simply obedient to His Father’s will. “Therefore doth My 
Father love Me,” He had said, “because I lay down My life that I 
may take it up again. No man taketh it away from Me, but I lay 
it down of Myself and I have power to lay it down and I have 
power to take it up again. This commandment have I received from 
My Father” (John x, 17-8). 

From first to last then, in His birth as in His death, in His hidden 
life, His public life or His suffering life, Jesus is everywhere and 
always from the crib to the Cross obedient to the will of His Father. 
It is thus He conquers for us the Pride of life, for the essence of 
the malice of sin is rebellious pride. It was manifest in Heaven 
when “Lucifer said in his heart, I will exalt my throne above the 
stars of God—I will become as most High” (Is. xiv, 13, 14). And 
with this venom did the serpent infect our first parents, “You shall 
become as God, knowing good and evil.” That he might exalt him- 
self and become as God, man sinned by disobedience. And to atone 
for that sin the second Person of the ever adorable Trinity humbled 
Himself and became man and was obedient unto death, even the 
death of the Cross. Jesus is the Truth, and His whole life wit- 
nesses to it—the devil is a liar and the father of lies. And the 
whole attitude of the sinner is a lie in the face of Heaven. It pro- 
claims that God is not worthy of service and does not merit our 
love. That is the Pride of life. But every word and deed of Jesus 
preaches to us with intensest conviction. “The Lord thy God shalt 
thou adore and Him only shalt thou serve.” And serve with the 
loving service of confiding filial devotion. “For this was I born,” 
said Jesus to Pontius Pilate, and the occasion gives sublime emphasis 
to his words, “for this came I into the world that I might give tes- 
timony of the Truth.” Surely now we can see how it is impossible 
to serve God and Mammon. How he that is not with Jesus must 
of necessity be against Him. Look then at the Sacred Heart teach- 
ing its lesson to you and make your resolution. See the flames of 
the loyal love of Jesus ardently embracing the will of God as typified 
by that Cross, and then hear the great words of St. Paul, “Let this 
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mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus who, being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal to God, but emptied 
Himself taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness 
of men and in habit found as a man. He humbled Himself becom- 
ing obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross” (Phil. ii, 5-8). 


Yes, let that mind be in you, the spirit of humble obedience in all 
things to the will of God. For such is the mind spirit of Jesus, and 
unless we have His spirit we are none of His. Now to bring these 
thoughts practically home to ourselves, let us see how this spirit 
of a child of God, bearing witness to the truth of the fatherhood 
of God, should show itself in our daily lives. 


Well, first our prayers and spiritual duties should of course be 
full of this spirit. Our favorite prayer should be the prayer Jesus 
has taught us, “The Our Father.” Its great effect on our souls is 
to remind us “we have not here a lasting city, but we are looking 
for one that is to come,” where God our Father is king and rules 
in peace for evermore. “Beware,” said our Lord to His disciples, “of 
the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.” These Pharisees 
prayed, they fasted, they gave alms—the three eminent good works 
as our catechism tells us, but yet they pleased not God. For they 
had nothing of the Spirit of a child of God, and “unless you become 
as children you shall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.” They 
did their works to be seen by men, and from men they received the 
praise they sought and Jesus has nothing further to give them. 
“They have received their reward,” our Lord says, when they ap- 
peal to Him for their recompense they will be disappointed; for 
He says, as we have seen, He will dismiss them with the words, 
“Amen, Amen, I say to you I know you not”; their life was not the 
flagrant lie of open sin—but the hypocrisy of insincerity in the 
service of God. “These people honor Me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far from Me.” They were trying to serve two masters— 
that is, to do what Jesus tells us is impossible. We need not sup- 
pose that they were conscious hypocrites—that they made a pre- 
tence of holiness and were fully aware it was only a pretence. 
No; it is quite true they deceived others; but they had begun by 
deceiving themselves. They were BLIND, our Lord says. He does 
not indeed excuse their blindness; but He does acknowledge it, 
and thereby distinguishes it from the clear-sighted, calculated de- 
ceitfulness of deliberately conscious hypocrisy. But though it is 
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better than the worst, it was still bad enough to deprive the 
Pharisees of all the merit_of their really good works, and danger- 
ous enough to cause our Lord to warn His disciples against it. 
“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees which is hypocrisy.” And 
what He says to them He says to all. You and I must be on our 
guard against this subtle leaven that can insinuate itself into our 
holiest works and, by prevailing on us to seek in them the praise, 
or, at least, the attention of others, rob them of that good intention 
which alone can recommend them fo the favor of God. Our 
Lord’s advice to us is to pray, fast and give alms as far as we 
can manage it, in secret! “And your Father who seeth in the 
secret will reward you” (Matt. vi, 6). Then when we have made 
sure of our good intention, should occasion arise we need not fear 
to do our good works before others—for then it will but redound 
to the glory of God. So let your light shine before men that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven (Matt. v, 16). And thus shall we with Jesus give testimony 
of the truth that God is a loving Father worthy of the most de- 
voted service of loyal and filial hearts. 


lf then in our strictly spiritual works we are thoroughly sincere 
in seeking only to please God, we may be quite sure His blessing 
will rest upon all the actions of our everyday life. He will think 
of us when perhaps we are not thinking directly of Him. Our 
good intention, unless withdrawn by sin, will persevere through the 
day and make our work an obedience and a prayer. In her office 
at Prime, Holy Church each morning invokes God’s blessing on 
the work of all her children. ‘May the splendor of the Lord our 
God shine upon us: and the ‘works’ of our hands do Thou direct.” 
No matter how lowly or menial the task, the Church knows that if 
it be done to please God, the unseen splendor of Heaven will shine 
upon it. And while she prays for help to do “our various works” 
well, she adds special request that “the work” should be directed— 
that is, the work that perseveres through all the other works, and 
gives them value in the eyes of God, the work, namely, of the good 
intention. Let that persevere and we are leading lives in imitation 
of Christ; sustained by His example, strengthened by His spirit; 
lives that proclaim that we are children of God. 


In that spirit the life of the poorest and meanest of God’s serv- 
ants is grand and noble before the angels of Heaven. And in that 
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spirit the trials and contradictions and disappointments of life 
become, as Father Faber would call them, “the raw material of 
our future glory.” The eye of faith recognizes them as crosses 
sent by our loving Father to see if we can suffer for Him as 
Christ has suffered for us. So many good people have quite mis- 
taken notions about crosses! They understand that they are signs 
of God’s love. They are resolved in prayer time to accept them 
willingly; yet even though they are actually on the lookout for 
them, they miss them somehow when they do come. The fault is 
that they cannot see wood for trees. They expect something big 
and striking, something they imagine themselves bearing with the 
fortitude of a martyr—if it only would come! But it does not 
come; and the little annoyances and troubles that do come, they 
make no good of it at all. These things seem to them “not to 
count’; and they allow themselves to get irritated and bad tem- 
pered over them as though such trifles did not really matter, where- 
as it is just in bearing these pinpricks and every-day annoyances 
with cheerful resignation that we show ourselves God’s children, 
and acquire the spirit of Jesus. “If any one will come after Me, 
let him deny himself, take up his cross daily and follow Me” 
(Luke ix, 23), and it is that word patty that I should like here to 
emphasize. St. Teresa and her little brother once on a time, we 
are told, went off hand in hand, when they were children, to seek 
out the Moors, that they might be martyred for Christ. Luckily, 
their uncle met them and sent them home, before they came to 
grief. We see plainly enough that God did not intend that the 
big cross of martyrdom should be theirs; even though they gen- 
erously and sincerely desired it. It would be well if we were always 
as wise in our own case. It is the occasional pinch of poverty, 
the irritation or shame arising from the sin or folly of this or that 
relative or friend, the weariness of sickness of some chronic in- 
valid at home, or the troubles at work, a fault-finding, nagging 
master or mistress; a jealous or suspicious companion, or a lying 
neighbor. It is in these things that you can find the cross that 
Jesus wants you to bear. And it is just because it is not of your 
own seeking that you show yourself a child of God when “without 
letting all the world know about it,” you receive that trial, disap- 
pointment or injustice in silent and loving resignation to His holy 
will: 
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Were it not better to lie still, 
Let Him strike home and bless the rod, 

Never so safe as when our will 
Yield, undiscerned by all but God. [Kebb.] 

Not safe merely, but happy; provided we “yield” without reluc- 
tance or complaint but with cheerful acquiescence and joy—for 
the “Lord loveth a cheerful giver,” and it is His spirit “Who re- 
joiced as a giant to run his way.”’ Crosses we must have; they 
are the passport to Heaven—‘“No cross, no crown”—and they alone 
can be secure of happiness here below who find their happiness in 
bearing their cross. To such God gives “a hidden manna.” “They 
taste and see how sweet is the Lord.” And though indeed they 
have the cross; yet, like the Apostles, “they rejoice to be counted 
worthy to suffer reproach for the name of Jesus” (Acts v, 41). The 
world sees their cross, says St. Bernard; it does not see the sweet- 
ness that God gives to those who suffer with Him. “Crucem 
vident—unctionem non vident.” 

To bear our cross daily then—to live in the presence of God—to 
do our good works to please our Father Who is in heaven: this is to 
take upon ourselves the yoke of Christ, to grow in the likeness 
of Jesus, and to live as a child of God. 

It is, in a word, to do what our Lord would have us do when He 
says to us: “Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me because I 
am meek and humble of heart, and you shall find rest to your souls.” 
For My yoke is sweet and My burden light. 
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NEW DECREES AND DECISIONS OF THE HOLY FATHER 


AND THE ROMAN CONGREGATIONS 


q 


From the Acts of Benedict XV. 





A Motu Proprio warmly praising the Academy of 
St. Thomas. 


In all countries outside of Europe, Passion Sunday is to 
be set aside as a day of prayers for peace. The Blessed 
Sacrament is to be exposed after the parochial Mass for 
the remainder of the day. The psalm Muiserere is to be 
sung with the antiphon, Da pacem, and the Versicle, 
Fiat pax: R. Et abundantia, followed by the prayer given 
below. In the evening the five decades of the Rosary, 
followed by the Litany of the Saints (as at the Forty 
Hours). Then the Parce, Domine with the Versicles and 
Prayer (in quaeumque tribulatione), then the Collect Deus 
a quo sancta desideria. Next the Tantum Ergo and Bene- 
diction. A Plenary Indulgence is granted on the usua! 
conditions to all who assist at either of the functions. 

PrayER.—Dismayed by the horrors of a war which is 
bringing ruin to peoples and nations, we turn, O Jesus, tc 


Thy most loving Heart as to our list hope. O God of 
Mere th tears we invoke Thee to end this fearful 
scourge; O King of Peace. we humbly implore the peace 
for which we long. From Thy sacred Heart Thou dids: 
shed forth over the world divine Charity, so that disc 

might end and love alone might reign among men. During 
Thy life on earth Thy Heart beat with tender compassicn 
for the sorrows of men: in this hour made terrible with 


burning hate, with bloodshed and with slaughter, once mor: 
may Thy divine Heart be moved to pity. Pity the cotni- 
ss mothers in anguish for the fate of their sons; pity the 


1 Oc asian iter eare” coe Caton " ey ee ae ee Pe) ee 
ess families now bereaved of their fathers: pit} 
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Europe over which broods such havoc and disaster. Do 
Thou inspire rulers and peoples with counsels of meek- 
ness, do Thou heal the discords that tear the nations 
asunder; Thou Who didst shed Thy Precious Blood that 
they might live as brothers, bring men together once more 
in loving harmony. And as once before to the cry of the 
Apostle Peter: Save us, Lord, we perish Thou didst answer 
with words of mercy and didst still the raging waves, so 
now deign to hear our trustful prayer, and give back to the 
wor!d peace and tranquillity. 

And do thou, O most holy Virgin, as in other times of 
sore distress, be now our help, our protection and our 
safeguard. Amen. 


Letter to the Moderator of the Congregation of Priest 
Adorers urging the Canadian Convention of the members 
of this association. 


From the Congregation of the Council. 
The obligation of applying the Mass pro populo binds, 
as formerly, on the 19th of March, on the feast of Corpus 
Christi, on the feast of St. John the Baptist, but not on the 
feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph. 





From the Congregation of Rites. 

When the Bishop orders the Collect pro re gravi to be 
said on doubles of the first class that prayer is not to be 
said on Christmas, Epiphany, Maundy Thursday, Holy 
Saturday, Easter Sunday, Ascension, Pentecost, The Feast 
of the Holy Trinity, Corpus Christi. If the oratio im- 
peraia is ordered without reference to doubles of the 
first class, it is to be omitted on all doubles of the first 
class, on the vigils of Christmas, of Pentecost, and on Palm 
Sunday. 


From the Congregation of the Holy Office. 
One hundred days Indulgence granted to those reciting 
the prayer: Jesus, I live for Thee, Jesus 1 die for Thee, 
Jesus I am Thine in life and in death. A plenary In- 
dulgence once a month under the usual conditions. Can be 
applied to the souls in purgatory. 
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From the Congregation of the Consistory. 


Circular letter to the Italian Bishops concerning the 
spiritual care of Emigrants. 


From the Congregation for Extraordinary Ecclesiastical Affairs. 
The care of captives. Priests speaking different lan- 
guages are to be set aside for this work. They shall attend 
to the spiritual and corporal needs of the prisoners, com- 
municate with their relatives and even write letters for 
. them if there be need. 


From the Apostolic Penitentiary. 

Military Chaplains, while attending the army during the 
war, can hear confessions of all who come to them and 
make use of whatever faculties they may have. If prison- 
ers, they can do the same for their co-prisoners. 




















CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 
SPIRITUAL AFFINITY 


Eugene, a Catholic layman and professor, is godfather for Ray- 
mond, a young collegian, who is brought into the true Church 
through Eugene’s efforts. Two years later Eulalie, the widowed 
mother of Raymond, also enters the fold through the influence of 
Eugene. The year following she accepts the proposal of her son’s 
godfather to wed him. Her Baptism was unconditional as it was 
clearly proven she had never been baptized. The priest applies for 
a dispensation from the impediment of spiritual affinity but is told 
none is necessary. So he marries Eugene and Eulalie without the 
dispensation. Is the marriage valid? 

Answer.—lIt is beyond dispute that this impediment is of eccle- 
siastical origin only. The first traces of it are found in the Council 
of Trullo (692), then in the Council of Rome (721). The Council 
of Trent had in mind the abolition of this impediment, but in the 
end merely modified and restricted its extension. The foundation 
of the impediment is the Sacrament of regeneration, completed by 
Confirmation, whence arises the spiritual relationship analogous to 
the natural relationship begotten by generation. In accordance with 
the present-day legislation of the Church this impediment affects 
only those who come under the jurisdiction of the Church, and as 
this is accomplished by the reception of the Sacrament of Baptism, 
only the baptized meet the requirements for the development of this 
relationship. It is held to be absurd to admit a relationship in the 
spiritual order when one or both of the parties to the relationship 
have not yet been born into that order; that is, have not yet been 
baptized. Where the relationship does not exist the impediment 
which it begets cannot exist. Hence in the case before us, when 
Eugene stood sponsor for the child of Eulalie by her first husband, 
he did not acquire the usual spiritual relationship, because Eulalie 
was not at that time under the jurisdiction of the Church, as she 
had not been baptized. It follows, then, that at that time there was 
no bar to the union of Eugene and Eulalie. But after the lapse 
of two years, Raymond’s mother, now a widow, submits herself to 
the jurisdiction of the Church by voluntarily seeking and receiving 
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the Sacrament of Baptism. The question that confronts us now is, 
does the spiritual relationship which did not exist between Eugene 
and Eulalie on the day of her son’s baptism, spring into existence 
on the day of her own baptism by virtue of the baptism of Raymond? 
Does the relationship revive? On this point theologians are divided. 
Some are of the opinion that the impediment in question does not 
revive under the given conditions. They assert that this propin- 
quity arises at the time of the baptism (Raymond’s) or it does not 
arise at all. Non firmatur.tractu temporis, quod de jure ab initio 
non subsistit. According to this opinion the contracting parties were 
validiy married without a dispensation, since no impediment ever 
existed. According to the second opinion the relationship did arise 
fundamentalitcr at the time of the child’s baptism, but by reason of 
the presence of an obex it could not have its effects. The effect is 
the impediment. When, then, the obex was removed, by the baptism 
of the mother, the effect of the relationship was in full force, and 
the impediment would invalidate the marriage unless first removed 
by the necessary dispensation. Gasparri holds that this opinion “is 
not to be despised.” All told, then, we must conclude that the exist- 
ence of said impediment can be held to be doubtful. Since, how- 
ever, a doubtful impediment is treated as non-existent, the parties 
interested could be validly married without a dispensation. We 
think, nevertheless, that in practice a dispensation ad cautelam 
should have been obtained and thus all cause for anxiety removed. 





